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Easter holiday greetings to all our families,

We are delighted to have completed a second consecutive term in school
and without the need for any student class remote learning due to staff
absence. The brilliant Da Vinci staff team continue to work tirelessly to
cover each other and get round any obstacle that covid or its effects throw
our way. The latest guidance advises a 5 day isolation for anyone with
symptoms and testing positive. Whilst we understand your frustration,
please do not abuse staff on the phone who are simply implementing what
we have been asked to by the government and local authority.

This term has been action packed as always and it has been fantastic to see
a wide variety of academy activities including mock exams, university visits,
sports fixtures, our music showcase concert, numerous clubs and an active
student council. Student mental health and wellbeing combined with
academic achievement continue to be our ultimate aim for every single
young person in our ambitious academy.

Looking ahead, please make sure that you read the parent letter which has
been emailed on 7th April and a copy is on the website. This communication
is very important as we continue to push for the highest of standards
equivalent to those you find in any high performing school. Uniform
compliance, good behaviour and completion of school work are pre
requisites for student success and as such, I make no apology for rewarding
them and taking action where they are not in place.

Most importantly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank so many of
you who give us your support and take the time to recognise the difference
that so many staff make for your children. I am proud to continue as
Headteacher knowing that we are all doing our very best to ensure our
academy goes from strength to strength.

With all good wishes for a safe and peaceful holiday.
Mrs Roberts

Summer term starts slightly later at 10 am on 
Monday 25th April for all student year groups



Safeguarding and Wellbeing Safeguarding Team

Mr Keir Mather
Designated Safeguarding Lead & 

Mental Health Lead

Ms Karen Thompson
Deputy DSL & Mental Health First 

Aider

Mrs Sophie McKenzie
Designated Safeguarding Person

Mrs Katie Roberts
Headteacher

Keir Mather
Role: Designated Safeguarding Lead & Mental Health Lead
Email: keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk
Mobile: 07885219863

Karen Thompson
Role: Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead & Mental Health First Aider
Email: karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk
Mobile: N/A

Everyone working at Da Vinci Academy share the prime objective
of keeping children and young people safe by:
• Providing a safe environment for children and young people

to learn in
• Identifying children and young people who are suffering or

likely to suffer significant harm, and taking the appropriate
action with the aim of making sure they are kept safe both at
home and in school

If you have any immediate concerns about the safety of a child out
of hours or during school holidays, please contact:
• Derby Children’s Social Care Initial Response Team - 01332

641172
• Careline out of hours – 01332 786968
• Police - 101

Support for young people and their 
families

Childline
A free, confidential service where you can talk about anything you
want.
0800 1111
www.childline.org.uk

CEOP
Reporting online abuse, sexual abuse or consent.
www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/

Derbyshire NHS - Chat Health 
Sexual health, relationships, emotional health, smoking, drugs and
alcohol.
07507 327104 (free)
www.chathealth.nhs.uk

Kooth
Free, anonymous online counselling and support for young people.
Mon to Fri, 12 pm – 10 pm
Sat and Sun, 6 pm – 10 pm
www.kooth.com

Additional information and resources are available on our website.
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Character and 
Community 
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Comic Relief 
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This year for comic relief, Da Vinci Academy raised
an amazing total of £760.21!

What did we do?
Inspired by numerous celebrities who were
running and rowing a number of miles for Comic
Relief, here at Da Vinci Academy we aimed for
each student to walk, run or row 1 mile too. At
lunchtime, students had a go on the rowing
machines to add to the number of miles we
achieved as a school.

616 miles completed and when we compared
this to the number of students in school that day,
we achieved over 1 mile for every student in
school that day (1.054 miles per student).

We had a non-uniform day where staff and
students wore clothes of their choice and donated
£1 to the charity.

And, to top it all off, Mr Blake shaved his hair off!

Big thanks to all that supported this day for such a
good cause. It was fantastic to see Da Vinci
Academy staff and students come together to
support communities around us.

We are delighted to invite your child to take part in
a free holiday programme over Easter 2022. This
opportunity is provided as part of the government’s
expanded Holiday Activities and Food (HAF)
programme being delivered across Derbyshire and
is aimed at children and young people (aged 5-16)
in receipt of benefit based free school meals.

Sessions are sports-based and provide opportunity
for children to practice their skills, take part in
tournaments and games, spend time with friends
and have fun, all led by our qualified team. Children
and young people can be left unattended for the
full duration of the day as all our coaching staff
hold relevant qualifications and Enhanced DBS
certificates.

Participants eligible to take part and in attendance
will also receive a nutritious lunch free of charge.
Sessions will take place at Da Vinci Academy on
Monday 11th April, Tuesday 12th April, Wednesday
13th April and Thursday 14th April 2022. Sessions
run between 10am – 2pm. Bookings can be made
for as many or as few dates as required and are
subject to availability.

Please visit the link below for more information or
to book your child’s spaces:
https://www.derbycountycommunitytrust.com/fun
draising-and-events/events/haf-da-vinci-academy-
easter

Derby City Council is working with local schools, 
voluntary and community organisations, and 
childcare providers to provide the HAF programme. 

The free places are funded by the Department for 
Education. Visit the government website for more 
information on the national programme. 

If you have any further queries please call us on 
01332 416140 or email community@dcct.co.uk

FREE Holiday Activities and 
Food (FREE Easter Holiday 
Camp!)

https://www.derbycountycommunitytrust.com/fundraising-and-events/events/haf-da-vinci-academy-easter
mailto:community@dcct.co.uk


Have you found YOUR book 
yet?
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There are lots of different
books available to try out.
Here are a few tips to find
the best book for you.

Look. Have a browse of the
library or bookshop shelves.
See which book cover
stands out.

Check out the cover! Are
you intrigued? What is the
title? Who is the author?

Read the blurb! This is the
short paragraph on the back
of the book. Do you want to
open the book? What does
it tell you?

Think about the genre. This
is the type of story found in
the book. Comedy? Fantasy?
Adventure? What interests
you?

Try it out. Read the first few
pages. Do you want to know
what happens next? If not,
try another.

Ask. Teachers, families,
friends, see what they
recommend.

Football? Try Harry
Meredith’s Marcus
Rashford: The Unofficial
Story

Mysteries? Investigators by
John Patrick Green is a great
start.

Gaming? Dragon Mountain
written by Katie & Kevin
Tsang.

Scary stories? Give Horror
Heights: The Slime by Bec
Hill a go.

Cartoons? Jason Renyolds’
Stuntboy: In the Meantime
might appeal to you.

Wear a Hat Day

FSM vouchers for Easter
Derby City Council will be issuing free school
meal voucher codes to schools, for the Easter
term break 2022, with each code to the value of
£25.

These vouchers are to help towards the cost of
food over the term break, and can be redeemed
at one of 9 supermarket chains, Aldi, Asda, Farm
Foods, Iceland, Marks & Spencer, Morrisons,
Sainsbury, Tesco & Waitrose.

We are using the same scheme as the February
2022 and Christmas 2021 term breaks.

If you have any questions, issues, or need more
voucher codes, please contact us via email at
household.support@derby.gov.uk

Year 11 Revision

On the last day of term (Friday 8th April 2022) we
will be having a wear a hat day. This in aid of the
Brain Tumour charity. Students will be able to
wear a hat to school for the cost of a £1. The
reason for supporting this charity is that one of
our own members of staff, Miss Bowstead,
suffered from a large brain tumour 2 years ago.
She was lucky and was able to have it removed
and has been able to return to work through the
support offered to her by DVA meaning this is a
cause close to her heart. Wear a hat day is the
culmination of Brain Tumour Awareness Month
which runs throughout March across the country
and is being supported through a range of
activities in school.

Keep your eyes peeled on our website
(https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/year-11-
revision/), we will be uploading various different
resources to help with your revision.

mailto:household.support@derby.gov.uk
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/year-11-revision/
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Year 10 students had the fantastic experience
of watching a production around ‘Knife Crime’
and taking part in interactive workshops
discussing how we can combat knife crime in
our communities and be aware of the risks
such behaviours have. Year 10 students were
excellent, and the company visiting praised us
for their level of engagement. Equally, Year 10
students gave some brilliant feedback about
the production and workshop, they
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity.

Saltmine Theatre Company’s 
‘Switch Up’ Visit

Anti-Bullying & Wellbeing 
Ambassadors Update
The team have been leading activities around
school this half term to promote ‘wellbeing’
amongst students. The activities have been
organised and led by ambassadors working
towards their ‘wellbeing’ badges from The
Diana Award.

Wellbeing Drop Ins
Year 7 & 8 students have led drop-ins at
lunchtime for students in their year groups to
go and share positivity, chat with each other
and make new friends as well as have some
fun! Students who attended said they really
enjoyed the opportunity to spend some time
with students they wouldn’t usually have
spent their lunch with. Their favourite
experience was dancing along to ‘Just Dance’
and singing along to their favourite songs.

Positivity Packs
Year 9 ambassadors have made ‘positivity packs’ with
goodies inside, to spread some positivity around school
and to bring smiles to students’ faces. The ambassadors
chose to fill the packs with positive quotes, stickers,
sweets and advice on how to maintain positive
wellbeing. Students were selected by tutors to receive a
pack – the ambassadors have loved spreading kindness
this half term, and will continue to do so.

Sausage Roll Friday
Hayden and Sophie, our ambassadors in Year 8, have
been leading ‘Sausage Roll Friday’ in the Learning
Centre, where each week Hayden and Mrs Bellfield
select 3 students to receive a sausage roll and a
certificate in recognition of this. Again, ambassadors
have loved leaving smiles on their peers’ faces.

Cake Sale
Year 7 and 8 ambassadors organised and ran a cake sale
to raise money for our team to hold future events and
activities. They promoted the cake sale around school,
baked and decorated cakes and sold them to students
and staff during lunchtime. Thank you to all that
contributed to this, and to staff that helped to support
the baking after school.





WE ARE 
HIRING!

Join our 
amazing 

team!
APPLY 
NOW!

✓ Midday Supervisors
✓ Teaching Assistants (Qualified & Apprentice)
✓ Exam Invigilators (Casual Hours)
✓ Parent Governor (Volunteer) 

JOB POSITIONS INCLUDE:

APPLY ONLINE TODAY AT
WWW.DAVINCIACADEMY.CO.UK

For more information about any of 
our vacancies, please visit our 
website or contact the school 
directly. We welcome visits and are 
committed to doing all we can to 
support those interested in joining 
our proudly inclusive and ambitious 
academy as part of our ‘one team’. 
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk
/job-vacancies/
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Year Group
Updates

Da Vinci Academy | Newsletter Page 9



Year 7
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Comic Relief

Year 7’s made a fantastic effort to raise as much
money as possible for Comic Relief.

All students brought in £1 to wear their own
clothing for the day and as a school we aimed to
walk or row 672 miles (1 mile per student). Some
students baked cakes for a cake sale and many
Year 7 students took part in rowing 500m during
their lunch to increase the mileage covered as a
school.

One particular student, Mario (7R), asked if he
would be able to come into school in his Super
Mario PJ’s and dressing grown in order to raise
more money. We asked Year 7 students to bring
in an extra £1 where possible to sponsor Mario
for the day. We managed to nearly double the
money we raised as a year group. Well done
Mario and great teamwork from our Year 7
cohort!

Inspiration Day 2 – Nottingham University

On Friday 1st April 2022, the whole year group
visited the University of Nottingham for the day.

They experienced a university day in the life,
including a tour of the campus, a student
question and answer session and a team project
where students designed their own university. We
saw a broad range of creative ideas including, the
University of Space, universities based
underwater and on their own remote island. Not
forgetting the University of Universities!

The students were really excited about the trip,
they were really engaged in the activities set and
asked lots of questions about university studies.

“We really enjoyed 
the University trip, 
especially the tour 
of the campus.” –
Lacey and Linda,  

Year 7 

Student Recognition!

Leo and Shanaya, the Year 7 whole school council
representatives, planned and delivered their own
assembly to the whole of Year 7 last week. They
had such confidence and courage to stand up in
front of the whole year group, it was amazing to
see – well done!



Year 8

Assemblies and Tutor Programme

At Da Vinci Academy, we follow a rigid tutor
programme which includes morning reading,
assemblies, careers help, character, CORE admin
and global, national and local news. This half-term
we have explored a range of exciting topics such as
being a leader, workplace values, International
Women’s Day, Brain Tutor Awareness and the
importance of student council (assembly delivered
by Kieran and Meah from Year 8). These
themes/topics play a significant role in our
curriculum and our student engagement has been
very good!

Extended Curriculum

Our Year 8 students have been brilliant at
attending after school clubs this half term and we
hope this continues. We have set each student the
target of attending at least 1 club before Easter! If
you are unsure of what we offer, please refer to
the Da Vinci Academy website for the full Extended
Curriculum Timetable.

Student Recognition

Year 8 Football Team: Thomas, Reegan,
Mohammed, Jaycob-George, Ben, Ashton,
Kyeron, Harvey, Bart, Ayush and Riley.
Top A-Points: Jack, Kian and Harry.
Best ATL: Jack, Nikodem, Kieran and Julia.

“Parents Evening was 
great! My parents 
spoke to all of my 

teachers and it was 
exciting to hear how 
well I am doing in all 

of my lessons!”
Student, 8R

Parents Evening

Thank you to everybody who attended our (first
ever) Year 8 face-to-face Parents Evening on
Thursday 17th March 2022, parental attendance
was fantastic! It was great to communicate
attitude to learning and progress with students
and parents. We hope this had a huge impact and
we are already looking forward to our next one!

Sports Fixtures:

Congratulations to the football team, who
remained unbeaten at this year’s Derby City
Football Tournament. They did not concede a goal
all tournament (6 games) which is an unbelievable
achievement!
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Year 9

Inspiration Day – Friday 1st April 2022

Year 9 worked with an external organisation ‘Talk
the Talk’ to develop their communication skills
through a whole day of workshops culminating in
each student having the opportunity to publically
speak in front of their peers. It was fantastic to
see students rising to the challenge. Every
student took part in an exciting masterclass
developing speaking and listening skills within a
creative learning environment. The workshop
provides numerous speaking opportunities and
students were coached throughout the day to
deliver a structured two-minute presentation, on
a topic of which they had a genuine passion, to
their peers. Please talk to your child about what
they personally made their speech about.
Challenge them to read their presentation to you.

Knowledge Organisers

We have been working hard with Year 9 to
develop their understanding of the importance of
independent study in preparedness for the start
of their GCSE study in Year 10. In our afternoon
tutorial programme, each Monday and Thursday,
we have looked at how to complete our
Knowledge Organisers in a way that allows
knowledge to be retained and retrieved including
how to write quality questions. This will be an
ongoing focus for the remainder of this academic
year. Please remind your child that knowledge
organisers need to be brought to school each
day.

“I was really challenged 
by having to speak in 

front of others but am 
proud of myself for 

taking part.”
Student

Student Recognition

The Year 9 football team played with grit and
determination last week, winning one match,
drawing two and losing only one. Well done. We
will be recognising the efforts of our most
dedicated students in our rewards assembly and
a rewards afternoon this week.
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Charity Events

This term has seen a number of charity events
including a non uniform day for Comic Relief, cake
stalls and collections for Ukraine. All students have
been generous with their time and spirit for these
different causes.



Year 10

Aiming High

As we near our final year at Da Vinci Academy,
many of our students are setting their sights on
University. Ten of our Y10 students have been
participating in the ‘Discover Us’ programme
which is run by Sheffield University. Students
have now been on two visits to the University
where they have participated in taster sessions
for various subjects. We are eagerly awaiting our
invitation to the third and final event.

In addition, eight students have been given the
opportunity to experience undergraduate writing
through the Brilliant Club’s ‘Scholars Programme’.
Students have been meeting once a week for
sessions with their mentor and are in the process
of completing their final assignments. Their work
will be graded as it would at university level and
students will be invited to a graduation event at
Manchester University.

Sporting Achievements

Football:

Well done to the Year 10 footballers who stepped
up to support the Year 11 team in a hard fought
match against CODA. They played an amazing
game and Year 10 student Matthew was awarded
man of the match.

Netball:

Our Year 10 netball team have been playing and
performing well in netball matches throughout
the year. The team train hard under the
leadership of Mrs Stevenson who is proud of
their performance so far.

“I am really excited 
about graduating and 

experiencing 
university first hand”

Student 

Student Recognition

The Year 10 Achievement Team would like to
extend our congratulations to the students who
participated in the successful running of the Da
Vinci Showcase. This event counts towards their
final BTEC grade and we are extremely proud of
the way they conducted themselves throughout
the running and organisation of the event.
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Year 11

Photo Here

Leicester Riders Reward Trip

On Friday 25th March 2022, a group of Year 11
students travelled down to Leicester. The evening
started with a training session delivered by the
Leicester Riders basketball coaches. They then
watched the men's pro team warm up, followed
by watching the game against Bristol.
The students behaviour and effort during the
training session was impeccable! They
represented Da Vinci with pride!

Inspiration Day – Derby University

On Friday 1st April 2022 all Year 11 students
visited Derby University. The general aim of the
day was to raise aspirations about, and increase
knowledge of, higher education opportunities for
young people. Over the course of the day
students were involved in a range of activities,
presentations and tours of the campus.

The behaviour of students was exceptional and
they again represented Da Vinci with pride. All
staff that accompanied the year group on the trip
were exceptionally proud of them.

“You have to fight 
through some bad 

days to earn the best 
days of your life.”

Unknown

Student Recognition

A huge well done to the following pupils who
have already completed one gold ‘passport to
prom’ ticket!
Gerard
Banin
Tamzin
Keileigh
Alisha
Rasha
Kiya
Rhyanna
Kaci
Roshveen

Photo Here
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Success 
Centre

Bushcraft

Success students have enjoyed using the school
conservation area to build their Bushcraft Survival
skills during this term. Students have learned how
to build shelters for both cold and warm weather
conditions. They have learned all the different
skills of fire starting and how to do so responsibly.
They have been cooking meals such as beef and
vegetable stew on an open fire and of course
toasting some marshmallows.

Previous learning interventions have included
Computer Programming and Mechanics where our
students learned how to programme robots and
drones.

Our next weekly learning intervention will include
a range of different cycling opportunities such as
BMX, cyclo cross, mountain biking and track racing
at the Derby velodrome. During our learning
interventions, students not only develop primary
skills such as how to build shelters or navigate the
velodrome wall but they also work outside of their
comfort zones in environments that require high
levels of concentration, team building and
problem solving.

YMCA

The students in Success have this term (among
their usual timetable of full lessons and increased
support) had some outside intervention from the
YMCA. A member of YMCA staff has visited the
school each week to work with our students on a
range of topics including dealing with emotions
such as anger, how to ask appropriate questions, a
murder mystery which involved lots of problem
solving and teamwork, sexual health and how to
form positive relationships.

“It’s the first 
time ever that my 

daughter has spoken 
positively about 

school. After being 
in Success, she is so 

much happier.” 
Parent of Year 9 

Student

Student Recognition

Gabriels has had an excellent term in Success. He
has consistently shown an excellent attitude to
learning in each of his lessons. Gabriels has
impressed all of his teachers with his polite and
hard working attitude. Well done Gabriels!

Photo Here
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Curriculum
Updates
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English

KS3 Book recommendation: Starless Sea by Ern
Morgenstern

Zachary Ezra Rawlins is a graduate student in Vermont
when he discovers a mysterious book hidden in the
stacks. As he turns the pages, entranced by tales of
lovelorn prisoners, key collectors, and nameless
acolytes, he reads something strange: a story from his
own childhood. Bewildered by this inexplicable book
and desperate to make sense of how his own life
came to be recorded, Zachary uncovers a series of
clues—a bee, a key, and a sword—that lead him to a
masquerade party in New York, to a secret club, and
through a doorway to an ancient library hidden far
below the surface of the earth. What Zachary finds in
this curious place is more than just a buried home for
books and their guardians—it is a place of lost cities
and seas, lovers who pass notes under doors and
across time, and of stories whispered by the dead.
Zachary learns of those who have sacrificed much to
protect this realm, relinquishing their sight and their
tongues to preserve this archive, and also of those
who are intent on its destruction. Together with
Mirabel, a fierce, pink-haired protector of the place,
and Dorian, a handsome, barefoot man with shifting
alliances, Zachary travels the twisting tunnels,
darkened stairwells, crowded ballrooms, and sweetly
soaked shores of this magical world, discovering his
purpose—in both the mysterious book and in his own
life.

Student Recognition

Below are the students in each year group who have
made the most progress in their end of unit tests or
mock examinations. Well done!

Year 7 – Lacey
Year 8 – Tommy John
Year 9 – Prisha
Year 10 – Natalja
Year 11 – Rasha

Year 10 – What are we learning?

Our Year 10 students have just finished studying An
Inspector Calls by J.B Priestley. They have also been
looking at their skills in English Language. When we
return after Easter, they will be preparing for their first
set of mock examinations.
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“The more that you 
read, the more things 

you will know. The 
more that you learn, 

the more places 
you’ll go.”
Dr. Seuss



Maths

Photo Here

Pi Day

Last month we celebrated pi day. This is on the
14th March every year, as in America the date
would be written 3.14 as the month is written and
then the date, and Pi is 3.14 (to 2 decimal places).
A plethora of different types of pie were placed
around the school for students to ‘find the pies
and win a prize’.
Our first successful student to find all the pies was
Leon, followed by many more students that
completed the hunt and got a prize.
Although the day was to raise awareness about Pi,
we also discussed the different types of pie that
there are. Everyone knows Apple and Cherry Pies,
but what about Aloo, Derby, and Stargazy Pie? This
generated many discussions amongst staff and
students.

Maths Focus - Year 9

This past month, Year 9 have been looking at
conjectures; a statement that may or may not be
true. This has enabled students to recap many
other areas of mathematics like, types of number,
algebraic expressions, working with brackets,
fractions and percentages of amount and
perimeter and area of shapes.
Testing conjectures is a higher level skill and by
introducing it to Year 9 students, they will become
more familiar with the language used in Year 10
and 11 examination questions.

“It’s interesting to 
explore things 

that I know in a 
different way.”
Angel, Year 9

Student Recognition

Ruthanne (Year 11) - amazing achievement in the
mathematics mock GCSE examinations.
Brooke (Year 8) - fantastic progress made in the
recent AP assessment

Well done to both of you!

Photo Here

An example of a Year 9 
conjecture

Leader board
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Callum 782 pts
Anna 164 pts
Ingrid 161 pts



Science

Photo Here

Boundary Leapers’

On Thursday 7th April, Year 11 will be participating
in a boundary leapers day aimed at boosting their
working at grade before their final assessments.
Students will be off timetable, moving around
classrooms and undertaking six important
experiments which will feature on their summer
exams.

Students will be looking at indicators for the
presence of different food groups, observing how
light intensity affects rate of photosynthesis, how
the concentration of acid affects the rate of a (very
smelly) chemical reaction. Please ask them about
their day, as some of these methods they may have
to remember for their exams in May or June!

Eye-eye

After almost an endless wait, the bulk order of
over 200 frozen eyeballs have finally arrived at Da
Vinci ready to be dissected after Easter.

Students from Year 8 and Year 10 have been
waiting patiently for one of the most memorable
lessons they will ever have.

Students will be cutting through the tough outer
sclera of the eyeball, removing the fluid to find the
lens. They will be able to look at the structure of
the iris and the pupil to further embed how the
light adapts to different light intensities. It’s going
to get squishy!

“All the teachers in 
science are really friendly 
and explain difficult things 

really well.”
- Anon, Year 10

Student Recognition

Celebrating Freddo Friday:
Harry 
Nikodem
Ethan 
Levi

Photo Here

Duck eggs arriving 10th May
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Humanities

Photo Here

History’s Mysteries Club

Mr Barker’s History’s Mysteries club continues to
run on a Monday between 3:25 and 4:15 pm. In
recent weeks the students have created history
themed board games, built aqueducts (top right),
re-enacted medieval trade routes and investigated
the dancing plague in the Renaissance period. All
KS3 students welcome.

GCSE Geography Lunchtime Tuition

A small group of students continue to benefit from
Wednesday lunchtime tuition with Mr Harris. All
GCSE students are welcome to attend for
additional support with their work. This is
especially recommended for those in Year 11 who
are fast approaching their GCSE examinations.
Upcoming support will focus on the pre-released
materials for Paper 3.

Assemblies

As is often the case, the humanities team have
been actively involved in year group assemblies
this term. Mr Harris, Mr Barker and Mrs Higgins
have supported the delivery of a series of
assemblies about the conflict in Ukraine. Well
done to Emma and Sophie in Year 8 for explaining
how students can get involved and support the
relief efforts!

Mr Cook and the school council have delivered
their assemblies on student leadership.

This week, assisted by Sammi in Year 10, Mr
Harris is presenting a virtual assembly in two
halves. Students will learn both about the
importance of Easter to Christians, and the
Muslim period of Ramadan; both Easter and
Ramadan overlap in April this year.

“Thank you for 
knowing my 

daughter’s strengths 
and development 

areas so well!”
Parent of Year 8 

Student

Student Recognition

Top scorers in recent Year 11 assessments:
• Geography – Kristers
• History – Aleah
Special assessment ‘shout-outs’ to:
• Jonny – Improvement in Year 7 Geography
• Nikodem – Achievement in Year 8 RE
• Prisha – Improvement in Year 9 History

Photo Here
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ADT

Photo Here

Construction - NEC Trip

Year 10 Construction have had the opportunity to
visit this year's National Homebuilding and
Rennovation exhibition at the NEC in Birmingham.
Pupils had the chance to meet real construction
professionals such as Architects and hold
conversations around key topics such as building
regulations and building control. Year 10 also had
the opportunity to ask the experts about advances
in security in addition to learning about new
construction methods centred around self-build
and sustainable construction. All of the Year 10's
really enjoyed the trip and represented Da Vinci
fantastically.

Food and Nutrition

All KS3 students were given a pancake day
challenge to design and make a creative sweet or
savoury pancake that uses at least two fruits or
vegetables. Students were really creative and
showed a variety of skills.

This term has been jam packed for our KS4 Food
Preparation and Nutrition students:

Year 10 have been studying topic 3 - Food Safety.
During practical lessons they have learnt how to
debone and portion a chicken, one of our key
complex skills. To reduce food waste and cook on a
budget, students have found a recipe for each part
of the chicken - breast, thigh, drumstick and wing.
Students were able to showcase their
organisation, planning, preparation and cooking
skills when selecting their own dishes for the
chicken breast and chicken thigh. Miss Quinn is
incredibly proud of how confident and
independent the students are in the kitchen. Keep
it up Year 10.

“I feel really 
confident now I’ve 

made those 
brownies.”

Student

Student Recognition

As a department we wanted to say a huge well
done to the following students for always going
above and beyond:
Grace, Jodie, Cody, Grzegorz, Prisha and Reegan.
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PE
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Sporting Fixtures

DVA teams have been busy this term, with some
great results:

Year 8 footballers are unbeaten after drawing all
matches at a tournament at Lees Brook.

Year 9 footballers played 3 matches; drawing 2 and
losing 1. They then played against the team who
finished 3rd in the other group and won on
penalties - with Alfie saving all 4!

Year 10 netballers won 2 of their 6 matches at the
recent tournament.

Year 8 netballers won 2, drew 1 and lost 1 match at
their recent tournament.

Well done to everyone involved!

Leicester Riders Basketball Trip

On Friday 25th March, some of our students were
lucky enough to go to the Morningside Arena to
enjoy some basketball coaching and then watch
the top of the league Leicester Riders beat Bristol
Flyers 87-82.

It was a great experience and the game was nail
bitingly close! The students were invited onto the
court for a photo with the team and then met the
start player Kimbal Mckenzie who signed posters
for them all.

Student Recognition

Well done to Oasis who was the top scorer for the
Year 8 Netball Team and also represented the
school for the Year 10 team too!

Photo Here
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“Going to the Basketball 
was a really good 

experience. I found the 
coaching interesting and 
they really pushed. Then 

the match was just 
insane! The atmosphere 
with feet stamping and 

cheering was great.”
Logan, Year 11



Music

Da Vinci Showcase Success!

The Year 10 BTEC Music group were asked to plan,
develop and deliver a music product as part of their
course. They had to consider a range of planning
factors, work as a team and make significant
contributions to the running of the event. They
successfully ran auditions and rehearsals, getting
other year groups involved and put together a
fantastic set of shows. We had some fantastic
performances from Grease through to Elton John.
The feedback they got from the audience was
fantastic and they really enjoyed getting back to
performing after the COVID break. A lot of hard
work and dedication went in their performances
and the whole team in general learnt so much
about hosting, working as front of house and how
to run sound and lighting systems as they would
need to in the Music Industry. A great effort by all...
We cannot wait to get started on our next show!

Student Recognition

A big shout out to all who got involved in the BTEC
Showcase, students from all year groups got
involved and dedicated so much of their own time
to rehearsals – well done!

Ready2Rock gets off to a great start!

Over the last few weeks we have started our
‘Ready2Rock’ club on Mondays with Loz Shaw. Loz
works in and around the area teaching people to
play guitar, keyboard and drums as well as getting
bands together, supporting and encouraging
ensembles across a range of schools and youth
settings.

A group of Year 8 and 9 students have been
attending this workshop every Monday after school
and have already made lots of progress. They have
been learning how to play a full chord progression
before putting it together as a group. Students are
really loving the session and numbers keep growing
each week!
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"We really enjoyed 
working on the show, 

it's the highlight of our 
school year!"

Lainey & Jessica, Y10
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