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Monday 20th December 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This term seems to have flown by and it is hard to believe that the festive season is almost upon us. It 
has been wonderful to have our school back to something approaching normality with the rich and 
varied diet of our curriculum and extended curriculum experiences that are part of our traditional Da 
Vinci education. It is great to walk around school and see students cooking in Technology, playing 
competitive football and netball, representing on our Student Council, working as Anti-Bullying 
Ambassadors, visiting Universities and having mock interviews. We are always so proud of our brilliant 
students and all that they bring to academy life. 
 
However, and along with the rest of the world, we continue to face into the pandemic. As the number of 
COVID-19 cases and the uncertainty of what will happen over the Christmas period increases nationally, 
we at Da Vinci Academy will endeavor to do as we have always done. We will calmly set up pragmatic 
systems and procedures which follow government and Trust guidance. Please continue to test over the 
holidays and isolate as necessary. In addition, current guidance means that lateral flow testing must take 
place at the start of the new term for those with permission and this is enabled by a staggered return to 
school. We ask for your support and understanding as we try to navigate the ever-changing path. 
 
Students should therefore return to school from the date and time set out below: 
 
Date Year Time 

Tuesday 11th January 2022 Year 11 8:55 am 

 Year 10 11:35 am 

Wednesday 12th January 2022 Year 9 8:55 am 

 Year 8 11:35 am 

 Year 7 2:05 pm 

Thursday 13th January 2022 All students in school  8.55 am 

 
Once a test has been conducted and if negative, students will attend normal lessons. If a student tests 
positive, they will be sent home to obtain a PCR test. Year 7 students will lateral flow test and return 
home at the end of the school day on the Wednesday as above. Even if your child is exempt from 
testing, they should still return as above because the session will include a whole year group assembly 
with important information for all students. 
 
In the unfortunate event of a student being unable to attend due to COVID-19 or other illness, they 
should access virtual learning using SharePoint via our school website. 
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As we return to school in January, we will also return to our high standards including uniform, 
equipment, homework and excellent behaviour for learning in our classrooms and around the academy. 
Please support us to ensure that your child has the correct uniform and equipment so that our academy 
is the very best for your children and has the highest of expectations for the benefit of all students who 
attend.  
 
Finally, and at the end of a record-breaking term which saw our academy rated Ofsted ‘good’ for the 
first time in its history, we remain excited about the future for our academy and its ongoing 
development adventure. As a partnership with your support and positive endorsement, we will go from 
strength to strength. Together, we are Da Vinci and proud. 
 
With our very best wishes for a safe and peaceful festive season. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

Mrs Katie Roberts  Mr Adam Blake   Miss Gemma Tyers 
Headteacher   Deputy Headteacher   Deputy Headteacher 

 


