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Dear Parent/ Carer
As always, it has been an action packed half term! Returning after the
summer saw a post pandemic, renewed focus on uniform and learning
standards. The majority of students have responded brilliantly and we
thank all of you for your support. In the end it is our high expectations to
the same level as those of the very best schools which will ensure that
your children get the education that they deserve.
We continue to await publication of the report from the recent Ofsted
inspection and please be assured that we are looking forward to sharing
it with you as soon as it arrives.
In the meantime, and as always, it is the achievements of our students
which continue to reward us the most. I could not therefore be more
delighted to share the news that two of our students were crowned
winners at the recent Derby Youth Awards. This is a superb tribute to two
amazing young people and more evidence that Da Vinci students are
right at the top with others. Talk about proud!
Have a safe and peaceful half term.
Mrs Roberts

Youth Voice Award Winner - Elinga

Peer Champion Winner - Alfie

Alfie is a great advocate for young people on the autistic spectrum and has overcome huge
challenges in order to access events and activities that champion the voice of autistic children and
young people. Alfie clearly articulates his experience of navigating the world as an autistic person,
raising awareness and leading to better understanding of autism for everybody he meets. Alfie
works hard to make the world a more inclusive and accessible place for all autistic people.

Pre-pandemic, Elinga volunteered to help staff set up activities at Derwent Youth Club; engaging
young people to take part to reduce anti-social behaviour in the community. She now represents
the voice of young people on the Derwent Community Neighbourhood Board. Elinga has
voluntarily supported a number of local programmes; This is Derby, Active Hands and Baby
People music sessions to encourage local young people to take part and share their voice.

9

12

This award is for a young person who has spoken out to bring about and influence change within 
their community, or the city. 

This award is for a young person who has taken the time to influence and motivate other young 
people to do something positive within their community, or the city. 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing

We are hiring!

Year Group Updates

Curriculum Updates

Character and Community

Newsflash! 
Our academy and four students have been named as finalists for the E4E Raising Aspirations Awards 

taking place on the 8th December 2021. Keep your fingers crossed!



Safeguarding and Wellbeing Safeguarding Team

Mr Keir Mather
Designated Safeguarding Lead & 

Mental Health Lead

Ms Karen Thompson
Deputy DSL & Mental Health First 

Aider

Mrs Sophie McKenzie
Designated Safeguarding Person

Mrs Katie Roberts
Headteacher

Keir Mather
Role: Designated Safeguarding Lead & Mental Health Lead
Email: keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk
Mobile: 07885219863

Karen Thompson
Role: Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead & Mental Health First Aider
Email: karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk
Mobile: N/A

Everyone working at Da Vinci Academy share the prime objective of
keeping children and young people safe by:
• Providing a safe environment for children and young people to

learn in
• Identifying children and young people who are suffering or

likely to suffer significant harm, and taking the appropriate
action with the aim of making sure they are kept safe both at
home and in school

If you have any immediate concerns about the safety of a child out
of hours or during school holidays, please contact:
• Derby Children’s Social Care Initial Response Team - 01332

641172
• Careline out of hours – 01332 786968
• Police - 101

Support for young people and their 
families

Childline
A free, confidential service where you can talk about anything you
want.
0800 1111
www.childline.org.uk

CEOP 
Reporting online abuse, sexual abuse or consent.
www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/

Derbyshire NHS - Chat Health 
Sexual health, relationships, emotional health, smoking, drugs and
alcohol.
07507 327104 (free)
www.chathealth.nhs.uk

Kooth
Free, anonymous online counselling and support for young people.
Mon to Fri, 12 pm – 10 pm
Sat and Sun, 6 pm – 10 pm
www.kooth.com

Additional information and resources are available on our website.
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WE ARE 
HIRING!

Join our 
amazing 

team!
APPLY 
NOW!

✓ Student Support Manager
✓ Learning Support Assistant (Apprenticeship)
✓ Exam Invigilators (Casual Hours)
✓ Parent Governor (Volunteer) 

JOB POSITIONS INCLUDE:

APPLY ONLINE TODAY AT
WWW.DAVINCIACADEMY.CO.UK

For more information about any of 
our vacancies, please visit our 
website or contact the school 
directly. We welcome visits and are 
committed to doing all we can to 
support those interested in joining 
our proudly inclusive and ambitious 
academy as part of our ‘one team’. 
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk
/support-staff/
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Character and 
Community 
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Summer 2021 Food Bank
As educators, we love having a Summer holiday to
recharge. However, this doesn't mean we stop caring for
our students and their families!
During Summer 2021 we have been busier than ever,
making sure families on lower income were supported
with Food Bank parcels throughout the break.
With over 60 families signing up, we were so happy we
could spend a few days out of our holidays to deliver
parcels to homes across Derbyshire.

A special thanks goes to:
• Miss Fernandes who organised this provision
• the following staff members (and their young

ones) who helped to deliver the parcels: Mr
Harris, Mrs McKenzie, Mr K Mather, Mr Dziombak,
Miss Jandu, Mr Seeds, Mrs Sisson, and Mr Wiles

• the team at the Hope Centre in Curzon Street, Derby
who were able to prepare 252 (!!) bags for us, and
who continue to provide support to the community

• our lovely students, who were able to fill a car with
donations before the end of July!

As always, if anyone is struggling in anyway, do get in
touch with the safeguarding team, and we'll do our best
to support you.

#OneTeamChangingWorlds

World Mental Health Day
Thank you to everyone who supported our non-
uniform/wear yellow day on 8th October – we raised
over £400 for Young Minds!

Free School Meals
Derby City Council is delighted to continue to offer
children and families financial support for Free School
Meals during the October Half Term 2021.

Eligible families will receive a letter in the post which will
include a code giving you access to a £15 voucher that
can be used at any of the following seven supermarkets:
Aldi, Asda, Morrisons, M&S, Sainsbury, Tesco and
Waitrose.

This voucher is to help you with the cost of meals across
the October half term break.

To redeem your voucher, you will need access to the
internet, a smart phone and an email address. Please
follow the instructions on the letter and add the voucher
code when asked.

Your voucher code must be redeemed by 6th January
2022.

Go 4 Schools
Congratulations to Mr Grabowski (Maja 8A) and to
Latahlia 9S who have both won a box of chocolates in
the random prize draw for those who have used Go 4
Schools this half term. These will be distributed via
tutors.

Each Newsletter we will be having a prize draw of all
those who have used it since the last newsletter. There
will be a parent draw and a student draw. Good luck!
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Whole School and Year Group Councils

Tutor 
Group

Year Group 
Council 

Whole School 
Council 

7A George and Martha Shanaya
7S Leo and Rochelle Leo
7P Jennifer and Chloe
7I Logan and Triny
7R Archie and Lily
7E Connor

8A Paige, George and Evie-Mae
8S Meah and Troy Meah
8I Kieran, Chloe and Katie Kieran
8R Ravneet and Cameron
8E Molly and Jayden

9A Aaron and Amelia Aaron
9P Lily-Mae and Maria
9I Summer and William Summer
9R Shannon and Ricky
9E Mary-Ann and Melissa

10A Cerise
10S Sami and Jess Jess and Sami
10I Leah
10R Kamran and Holly

Congratulations to these students who have been
successful in becoming Year Group Council and/or
Whole School Council representatives.

This is a fantastic leadership opportunity for these
students to have a voice at their school, and to share
their feedback with staff. These students will attend
regular meetings to feedback the views of students at
their school.

Student Leadership

We are delighted to introduce our 2021-2022 Student
Leadership Team!

Head Boy and Head Girl
Head Boy Logan
Head Girl Kloe

Deputy Head Boy Oliver
Deputy Head Girl Natalia

Head Prefect
Mia

Prefects
Bobbie, Cody, Lola, Erin, Josephine, Ingrid and Jess

House Captains
Hastings Owen and Jess
Abbey Keileigh and Josh
Darely Jamie and Roshveen

Breadsall Bradley and Lilli

Y11 Management Team

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors
Our Anti-Bullying Team has been re-launched! We are so
proud to announce the students who have been
successful in becoming Anti-Bullying Ambassadors at
DVA. Students submitted an application form outlining
why they would be excellent role models in leading the
way with our 'Culture of Kindness' and how they would
work to support their peers at school who may be
experiencing a difficult time. The following students will
be attending training delivered by The Diana Award, a
nationally recognised charity who support schools in
leading an Anti-Bullying culture in their schools. We are
really looking forward to this!

Congratulations 
to these students 
who have been 

successful in 
becoming Da 

Vinci Academy’s 
Anti-Bullying 

Ambassadors!

Tutor 

Group
Name

7A Lacey-Mai, Martha and Paige

7S Lacey

7P Jennifer

7I Faith and Makarim

7R
Kelsey, Cameron, Lois, Mazie, Owain and 

Nicole

8A Julia, Paige and Jane

8S Jacob

8P Mirsad and Lily 

8I Kieran, Chloe and Scarlett 

8R Alicia and Elinga

8E Sophie, Hayden and Isabell

9A Amelia, Mia and Ethan

9S Keeley-Ann

9I Angel and Summer

9R Olivia and Shannon 

9E Prisha

10S Leighton, Keira, Caitlin and Jess 

10P Dixie

10R Julia 

11A Tamzin and Mia

11S Ellie

11P Kloe

11I Bobbie
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Surtal Arts, the long-established Derby organisation rooted in traditional South Asian arts, is
spearheading a new family festival in the city and county which aims to bring together local
communities and shine a light on hope for the future. Derby Season of Light (DSOL) will
include workshops, community events and arts performances between October and
December – coinciding with major cultural and religious festivals including Eid, Diwali,
Bonfire Night and Christmas – which all share the common theme of ‘light’.
Through this theme of light, the festival will also celebrate the city’s dazzling diversity and
cohesion amongst local communities as well as honouring and paying tribute to the ongoing

Festival will shine a light on Derby’s Dazzling Diversity

courage and dedication of NHS Staff and all key workers during the pandemic that have connected people through
these most challenging of times. 60 of our Year 7 students will be taking part in the Lantern Parade on 13th November.
The students will be participating in activities on our next Inspiration Day that will contribute to the event.

Relaunch of our House System for 2021-22
We had to press the pause button on the development of our House System over the last couple of years, but it’s
back with a bang for the 2021-22 academic year. At the start of term, we launched our updated plans at assemblies
for every year group and provided every student with a button badge in their house colour, which should be worn
each school day on the left side lapel of every students’ blazer to indicate their House. If your child has lost their
badge, their tutor will have some spare.

We have allocated houses by tutor group. This is to develop a sense of belonging and a team ethos and make it easier
to celebrate house achievements. Your Childs’ house is shown by tutor group below:

Purpose of the House System: The House System aims to encourage a sense of unity and healthy competition across
the whole school. It will also develop our students’ sense of belonging, encourage achievement and attendance and
provide opportunities for students to build strong relationships within the school and community; encouraging each
student to develop as a leader.

Houses will enable older students to act as role models and set an example for younger students within their House. It
will also add healthy competition to school where all can take part and contribute to their House
team. Students accumulate points throughout the year during various House events and general day-day school life.

How are points and prizes awarded? We are only awarding points on a positive basis to encourage and recognise
students. Students are awarded points for their house through the Achievement (A) points system for following the
3Rs, Ready, Respectful, Responsible and for showing kindness to others. Points are also being awarded for school
attendance, participation in extra-curricular clubs and for participation in and winning school competitions e.g. Sports
Day.

House prizes will be awarded at the end of each term, after which the points total will be reset to zero, to help ensure
motivation remains high. However, there will also be an award for the whole year, ‘The Da Vinci House Cup’, adding up
the totals received in each term.

We will provide a short update on the House System in
each edition of this newsletter. As it currently stands,
these are the house point totals to date. As you can see,
it is currently very close between the houses. Please
continue to encourage your child to get as actively
involved as possible in school life and to keep you
updated on their house points totals which are displayed
fortnightly on the house display boards and will shortly
be displayed on the digital screens in the atrium.

Year 11 students remain in the Houses
they were allocated last academic
year. There are only 5 groups in
Breadsall, but to ensure points totals
are fair, we will normalise scores using
an average across tutor groups.

https://www.surtalarts.co.uk/
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During the summer, we opened our doors to
Year 5 and 6 students in our local area and
invited them to join us for a 2 week long
Summer School. 112 different students attended.
It was a fantastic experience for the young
people that attended, who were able to build
new friendships, engage in activities to support
them with their transition to secondary school,
and learn new skills whilst taking part in activities
such as DJ’ing, dance, athletics, singing, arts and
crafts, cooking, language learning, shelter
building, taekwondo and more!

We read ‘Blackberry Blue’ every morning,
replicating our DVA reading programme, and at
the end of the Summer School we got to meet
the author, Jamila Gavin’ and ask her some
questions about her career and her books. We
created our own community - a new tribe with
their own language, tribal flag, clothing,
customs, traditions and anthem. We also visited
the Safari Park and learnt about (and even met!)
animals and how they live!

We invited family and friends to our end of
Summer School Showcase, where we met Colin
Kazim-Richards (who is a footballer for Derby
County) and he presented awards to us.
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This summer I attended the STEM summer school
open to the year 11 students. I can safely say that it
has really developed my understanding of STEM and
the subjects surrounding it. We did many lessons
throughout the day which covered key topics within
the three sciences. This will help us for the upcoming
year.

We also took part in many activities besides lessons,
and got into some really fun practical sessions with
different groups which came into the school to deliver
fun interactive sessions with us. We had a finances
session which is important especially as we are coming
into the young adult stage of life. We also had
engineering based sessions which included making big
tetrahedrons out of sticks using elastic bands and
building paper rockets which we launched using air
pressure.

Overall, I’d say this was a very valuable experience
which helped further my knowledge, not just of
science, but also of the world and the opportunities it
offers. This is important for the people who are
approaching the end of secondary school and are soon
moving onto the next steps of life.

Logan – Head Boy

Celebrating Black History Month, diversity and difference
In assemblies this half term, we have been
celebrating Black History Month - a month
spent learning about the contribution of Black
people to life in the UK, and is also marked in
the USA, Canada and Ireland. We
acknowledged that this month raises
awareness on equality and diversity, and have
been looking at reading texts in DVA reading
around this theme.

STEM Summer School



Year 7

We have a tutor session both in the morning and in the
afternoon, below is our Year 7 Tutor programme for the year.
All students have responded very well to our DVA Reading
programme within morning tutor sessions. Students are read
to whilst they track the text with their reading ruler, this
provides a calm start to their secondary school day whilst also
developing their vocabulary, spelling, reading ages and much
more. We are currently reading, After Tomorrow by Gillian
Cross.

The Year 7 cohort have been getting stuck in
with our extended curriculum clubs programme
with over half of them attending at least one
club a week. It has been great to see so many
getting involved, experiencing new activities
and building new friendships. Particularly with
Year 7 football club where we have a large
group of both boys and girls attend.

Homework club has also been a great success,
this is held within the Year 7 learning centre on
a Monday and Thursday afterschool. It is a calm
and quiet environment for students to be able
to complete their knowledge organiser self
quizzing with LSA Support.

Year 7 Tutor Programme
AM PM

Monday Assembly CORE
Tuesday DVA Reading News
Wednesday DVA Reading Character
Thursday DVA Reading Careers
Friday Roll Call Word Power 

Year Group 
Updates

Our Year 7 students have had an amazing start to their secondary school journey here with us at Da Vinci, Mr
Mather and I are extremely proud of their transition from primary school! They have managed to adapt to
secondary school routines such as navigating around the building and following their own timetables incredibly
quickly. Students have been great role models of our 3R’s – Ready, Respectful and Responsible and are collecting
more and more achievement points each week.

Tutor Programme Extended Curriculum

“I would like to thank every single member of staff who gave up their summer
holidays to attend summer school. I think you are all so amazing and I can not express
to you how grateful I am for this opportunity for my son to experience transition to
your school. Thank you for giving up your time to make this happen.” - Parent
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Year 8 Tutor Programme
AM PM

Monday DVA MR Careers

Tuesday Assembly CORE

Wednesday DVA MR Character

Thursday DVA MR News

Friday Roll Call Word Power

You can see our Tutor Programme below for this year. All of our students have responded very well to the new DVA
Morning Reading (DVA MR) book and are continuing to use reading rulers to develop their very important reading
ages. As a year group we will continue to progress throughout the year with the highest of standards and
expectations.

Year 8

As Year 8’s new Achievement Leader, I am very proud of how well our students have started this academic year!
Within the first month, our cohort have adapted to any changes that have been put in place and have very
maturely, took them in their stride. As their Achievement Leader, I am also pleased to announce that as a year
group, we have very excitingly been chosen to trial the new orange “Character Card”. This orange card allows
students to achieve A-Points during social times (outside of lessons) by displaying the 3 R’s around school. Students
are expected to have their Character Card in their blazer at ALL times which is checked by their tutors each day.
Students will be rewarded for the A-Points they achieve with amazing opportunities at both the end of the term
and the end of the academic year. Alternatively, on the same card students can also be awarded “Character Points”.
A Character Point is a negative event which is given for failing to follow the 3 R’s. If students receive 3 Character
Points, or lose their Character Card twice, they may spend time within Student Support.

Tutor Programme

Character Cards

Year 9
First and foremost I wanted to express how pleased I am as the new Year 9
Achievement Leader with the start that the students have made to the new
academic year.

We have had a strong uptake in Extra Curricular Activities (ECA) which is such a vital
part of schooling that helps to develop well rounded individuals. As a school we aim
for every student to attend at least one ECA each half term although many of our
students attend multiple. Can I please encourage those students who have not yet
attended to have a look at the ECA timetable for Year 9, pictured, and try to attend
one during the next half term.

Extended Curriculum

A-Points!
I wanted to celebrate the students who have received the highest amount of
A/A*Points so far. Well done to Faith, Summer, Katherine and Alicia.

Year 9 continued… PTO
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Year 10
Careers
Year 10 students began their careers journey with an
assembly led by E4E, a company we will be working
closely with to deliver an extensive careers package. This
year students will complete the following career based
activities:
• C.V. Writing Workshop
• Mock Interviews
• Enterprise Day
• Work Experience (04.04.22 - 08.04.2020)

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

The Year 10s are starting to gather pace with the DofE
Bronze Award. They are currently undertaking the Skill
Section at home and are about to begin their Volunteer
Placements which will continue until the February Half
Term. Placements include working with the school
reception and kitchen teams, creating fundraising
opportunities as well as supporting at Breadsall Hilltop
Primary School and St. Andrews Academy. We have also
begun their training ready for the expedition section,
which will take place in July.
This is great opportunity for the whole year group to
obtain an additional qualification as well as some
memorable experiences to take into their future careers.

Please see the table for an overview of our Tutor Programme for the year. DVA Morning Reading is an important
part of developing the vocabulary and reading ages of our students at Da Vinci, currently Year 9 are reading
‘Outsiders’. The Character and Careers sessions in the afternoon deliver key elements of the personal, social, health
and economic (PSHE) curriculum. Our students have responded well to all elements of the tutor programme and I
am sure we will continue with these high standards throughout the year.

Tutor Programme

Year 9 Tutor Programme
AM PM

Monday DVA MR CORE

Tuesday DVA MR Careers

Wednesday DVA MR Character

Thursday Assembly News

Friday Roll Call Word Power

Year 11

During the first half term Derby College have delivered an
assembly to all year 11 pupils outlining all the different
courses available to them when they leave year 11. It is
important that pupils attend as many open days as
possible to talk to teachers and course leaders to find a
course that is suitable for their future.

Along with open days all year 11 pupils will have one-to-
one appointments throughout the course of the academic
year with a career's adviser as well as available drop-in
sessions available at lunch to discuss future ambitions.

Please find a full list of open events at the back of this
newsletter.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all
year 11 pupils on how they have returned to school ready
to work hard and be successful during their last year here
at DVA. This academic year is an action packed year
starting with mock exams and parents evenings leading to
the summer exam period, leaver’s assembly and then
finally prom to celebrate all our students’ successes.

Careers
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English

Our new year 7s are being super successful in their study of Greek Mythology this term. You might want to quiz
them on some of the things they have been covering!
1. What are the three types of myth?
2. What did the Greeks think started the universe?
3. Which primordial deity was the earth?
4. Which primordial deity was the sea?
5. What is fate?
They would also probably love to tell you the story of Cronos!

Writing Challenge Task
Can you write a story based on this image?

Nothing much happens in Sycamore, the small village where Clara lives - at least, that's
how it looks. She loves eating ripe mangoes fallen from trees, running outside in the rainy
season and escaping to her secret hideout with her best friend Gaynah. There's only one
problem - she can't remember anything that happened last summer.
When a quirky girl called Rudy arrives from England, everything starts to change. Gaynah
stops acting like a best friend, while Rudy and Clara roam across the island and uncover an
old family secret. As the summer reaches its peak and the island storms begin, Clara's
memory starts to return and she must finally face the truth of what happened last year.

Curriculum 
Updates
Curriculum Focus – Year 7

Book Recommendations

No one is entirely certain what brings the Emperor Sikander to Shalingar. Until now, the
idyllic kingdom has been immune to his many violent conquests. To keep the visit friendly,
Princess Amrita has offered herself as his bride, sacrificing everything-family, her
childhood love, and her freedom-to save her people. But her offer isn't enough. The
unthinkable happens, and Amrita finds herself a fugitive, utterly alone but for an oracle
named Thala, who was kept by Sikander as a slave and managed to escape amid the chaos
of a palace under siege. With nothing and no one else to turn to, Amrita and Thala are
forced to rely on each other. But while Amrita feels responsible for her kingdom and sets
out to warn her people, the newly free Thala has no such ties. She encourages Amrita to
go on a quest to find the fabled Library of All Things, where it is possible for each of them
to reverse their fates. To go back to before Sikander took everything from them. Stripped
of all that she loves, caught between her rosy past and an unknown future, will Amrita be
able to restore what was lost, or does another life-and another love-await?
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Maths

Calculators

It was fantastic to see so many students and prospective
students on Open Day. Our sweetshop had many
visitors that were all able to work out how to buy their
sweets for exactly 50p. The Times Table Rockstar
competition had very strong competitors, often with
only 0.1 of a second separating scores. Thank you to all
for visiting and especially to our amazing students who
helped out in Maths!

Below is the final standings for the Times Table Rockstar 
competition. Want to win more coins? Come along to 
N11 every Wednesday after school to TT rockstars club!

Staff Students
Prospective 

Students

1. Miss Wiggins
2. Miss Marriott
3. Mr Lilley & 
Ms Cruise
4. Mr Symms
5. Mr Mather

1. Faith
2. Sakar
3. Summer
4. Jodie
5. Connor

1. Jack
2. Jayden
3. Diesel
4. Ella
5. Deacon

It is essential that all students have their own scientific
calculator for Maths lessons. Years 8 -11 were all given
one last academic year. Year 7 were given one at the
beginning of this year. If students have lost their
calculator, they can be purchased via the school
gateway app for £6.

Open Day and TT Rockstars Competition

Twitter @Maths_Davinci

Follow Da Vinci Maths on Social Media! 

Instagram @Maths_Davinci

The science department have started the academic year
with a bang as year 9 students head towards their GCSEs
and year 7s are getting their first proper taste of secondary
school science.

With the start of the year came the start of three science
extra-curricular clubs. Mr James is continuing with
Boomtown, our just for fun science club who have already
dissected hearts and grown bacteria cultures which were
harvested from all the dirty plates the maths teachers
leave in the staffroom. STEM club with Mr Bennett and Mr
Grimmett are undergoing a project to make a formula one
car. Miss Lomas is also running a, by invitation only, club
linked directly to progress in science. Test club is an
opportunity to allow students to put right a poor end of
topic test score, or demonstrate their progress after
further revision in the topic to either remove a ow grade
from their achievement log, or for their own mental
satisfaction.

Open Day on Saturday 2 October was a huge success. Mr
Grimmett demonstrated some expert teaching of static
electricity while the rest of the department (Mr Dziombak
junior included) played with demonstrated some of our
favourite experiments including methane bubbles,
dragon’s breath and heart dissections.

Science

Coming soon! A department favourite
will be returning after Christmas as a
booking for some eggs and an incubator
was confirmed!

Music
Instrumental Lessons make a great start! After the recent
lock downs we haven't been able to have our normal
peripatetic teachers in school. However, now the wonderful
Mrs Storer has returned, piano and singing lessons are back
on in school. The Year 10 and Year 11 BTEC students have
really enjoyed this as they are now getting instrumental
lessons provided as part of their course to support their
performance skills for upcoming performances. Students
really enjoy having the bespoke time where they get to
really develop their confidence and skills on an individual
basis. Watch this space for exciting
performances!

If any other students (any year
groups) would like to start
having piano or singing lessons
with the wonderful Mrs Storer
then please come and speak
to Mrs Allsop. All our
instrumental teachers offer
FREE trial lessons to get you
started! We also have lessons
available in guitar and
drumkit.
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Bonjour!

The French department have been delighted to welcome
back our students, who have made a great start to the year.

Year 7 have blown us away with their fantastic accents and
knowledge of phonics, after only their first few weeks of
learning the language at secondary. Year 8 have also been
doing some great work looking at different forms of media,
with Year 9 focussing on describing themselves and others
in detail. Year 9 were also lucky enough to have a visit from
Steve Eadon (Mingalaba), who delivered an assembly and
workshops on the role of languages within international
business, focussing on his own career at Arsenal FC.

Madame Jandu has been very impressed with her Year 10
group and the sterling start they have made with their GCSE
course. We are also very proud of our Year 10 language
ambassadors (Connor, Evan, Leighton, Regvita, Erica, Dixie,
Aaliyah, Sami, Caitlin and Dylan) for helping to run the
French café at Open Day, teaching the Year 6 students how
to order various drinks and pâtisserie options in French.

Likewise, Madame Heltorp continues to be amazed by the
impressive efforts made by Year 11, and is particularly proud
of their recent essays (written from memory) on the topic of
holidays. Bravo!

We look forward to seeing our linguists develop their skills
even further throughout the year.

Madame Heltorp & Madame Jandu

French

At the end of the 2020/21 school year, we said a fond farewell to Ms Kay and Miss
Sullivan. Upon leaving, both commented how much they have loved their time at Da
Vinci Academy and that they will take fond memories with them to their new jobs in
Leeds and Humberside respectively.

Our two new members of Team Humanities are Mrs Higgins and Mr Barker. Mrs
Higgins joins us with a wealth of experience gained in a variety of roles in schools across
the East Midlands and has a particular interest in teaching and learning. Mr Barker has
recently taught in a nearby local secondary school and uses his knowledge and
experience of the UK legal system to bring alive these aspects of our curriculum.

Both of our new colleagues are pictured 'wearing yellow' for World Mental Health Day.

A really popular activity which we hosted during our recent Open Day was making coastal headlands out of Play-
Doh. If you were unable to attend and would like to try this at home, please follow this
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8DyRbqpg94

Humanities
Staffing

Extra-curricular Activities
Now under Mr Barker's leadership, we continue to offer the History's Mysteries club on a Monday for an hour after
school for KS3 students. Topics investigated this term have included the sinking of the Mary Rose and Egyptian
Sphynxes.

Students in Year 11 who wish to revise and recap their Year 10 content are welcome to join Mr Harris for the catchup
club on Thursday lunchtimes.

Headlands of Play-Doh
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Food and Nutrition

KS3 Food

It has been a great to start the year with all year groups back in the kitchen enjoying practical food lessons. Year 7
have started by learning how to chop safely using the bridge and claw method. Year 8 have focused on becoming
more confident within the kitchen environment by learning new methods and techniques and Year 9 have
developed their bread making skills.

Year 10 Food

Our Year 10 food group have a great level of ability, this term we will be showcasing Key Stage Three skills and
starting to discover complex practical skills such as bread making, home made pasta and puff pastry laminating.

Year 11 Mock Exam

For the last few weeks the Year 11 food group have
been preparing for their practical mock exam. This year
they have to prepare, cook and present two dishes
within three hours. Students were given the following
brief – ‘ Some people have to manage on a limited
budget. A food magazine wants to include an article on
creating healthy balanced diets for elderly people
budgeting for food on a limited income. Plan, prepare,
cook and present three dishes that could be included in
the article. Analyse and evaluate your work.’ The group
worked really hard within a limited time frame to
research the task, find recipes and create a time plan
before the Mock exam. Students were able to showcase
a range of complex skills amoungst a variety of suitable
dishes within the three hours. They all selected a
member of staff to try their food, the food disapeared
very quickly and the feedback was amazing! I am really
proud of them all – Well done Year 11 Food.
Picture one – Erin: Chicken korma served with garlic
butter naan bread, showcasing deboning a chicken,
sauce and bread making.
Picture two – Anna: Rhubard Pie and Crumble with
custard, showcasing pastry making, stewing fruit and
homemade egg custard.

As the Year 8 cohort didn’t get to enjoy many
practical lessons throughout COVID, we decided to
start the year with a Year 8 cooking club. The
students have loved expanding their practical skills
and have shown great team work! They have chosen
their own recipes following The Great British Bake
Off themes. Our favourite one so far- Jammie
Dodgers!

Cooking Club
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Computer Science
The Computer Suite – The Computer – Sweet!
Da Vinci Academy has invested heavily in a new set of 31 Personal Computers (PCs) for one of its computer rooms. The
students have treated the machines with care as they develop Cyberbullying presentations, vector graphics, 3D
animation, film studies, Computer Science ELC and code club.

Year 9 – Year 9 have moved on from coding in Scratch at the end of July 2021 to making 3D animations using
keyframes and Blender. Blender is an open source software that can be used anywhere without the need to pay for
licences. The students have drawn party monkeys, snowman, rockets and now palm trees. They have thrown
snowballs at snowmen. The final part of the topic will require the filming of their own animation, so it’s all about the
lighting and framing. There are elements of this that have been brought in from art with regards to the “thirds” ratio
and rendering; and maths with regards to axes to rotate and view their 3D objects from all aspects.

Year 8 – Year 8 have been driving their artistic temperament though Inkscape, an open source software that can be
used to design logos, icons and illustrations. This tool can be downloaded at home or used online.

Year 7 – Year 7 have had the delight of starting their adventure at Da Vinci Academy with some amazing new
equipment. They are fully aware of how to be safe in the computing suite and together we are making sure that we
know how to be kind with comments online.
Conduct – how do we behave online?
Content – how do we search carefully and share appropriately?
Contact – how do we present ourselves online and not reveal personal details?
Contract – how do we make sure we don’t click a link that get’s us into something we can’t get out of?
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Year 10 - A full class of students have chosen to learn and be entered into an Entry Level Certificate as part of their
extra curricular activities. So far we have discussed peripheral devices that can make up a computer system; internal
parts to a personal computer; the correct application to use for bespoke work; and the operating system. As we move
into the legalities and moral elements of the use of PCs in many aspects of our lives, the students will have the
knowledge to sit the assessments that will make up 40% of the qualification. After Christmas we will look at
computational thinking and start to code. Sequence, selection, iteration, variables and lists: that’s all there is to it. The
students will be given a coding project to do and can decide if they want to code it in Scratch or Python (using
Edublocks in the main). I am really proud of the students who can see a great opportunity and grasp it.



Every week, each member of the PE department nominates a
student within one of their PE groups who has gone above and
beyond in PE during the last week. The winners do not have to
be the best performers, but maybe those who have tried really
hard in lessons, achieved something special, attended extra-
curricular activities or represented the academy in a sporting
fixture.
Can you be nominated by your teacher?
Set yourself the challenge… You can do it!

The PE staff choose their winner by Wednesday afternoon, and
all winners will be invited to join the PE staff for Hot Chocolate
at the PE office on the Friday breaktime of that week.

Winners will be notified during AM registration on the Thursday
morning.

All sportspersons of the week will then have the chance to
become “Sportsperson of the half term” winners. One male and
one female winner will receive a £10 JD voucher! Stay tuned to
find out the half term winners and congratulations to all the
winners so far!

Physical Education
Fitness Suite

Year 7 Football Fixture Results
DVA v West Park - Drew 2-2
DVA v Woodlands - Lost 0-2
DVA v Landau - Won 2-1
DVA v Ecclesbourne - Lost 0-5

Year 8 Football Fixture Results
DVA v Landau - Lost 10-11
DVA v Cathedral - Lost 2-6

Year 9 Football Fixture Results
DVA v St Benedict's - Lost 2-13
DVA v Cathedral - Drew 3-3
DVA v Alvaston Moor - Won 8-5

Year 10 Football Results
DVA v Coda - Won 4-0
DVA v Cathedral - Lost 0-3

Year 11 Football Results
DVA v Landau - Won 3-1
DVA v Alvaston Moor - Won 4-1
DVA v Tamworth Enterprise College 
(national schools cup) Won 3-0

Football Fixtures Sportspersons of the week

Active Derbyshire have been working in partnership with Da Vinci Academy since April 2021. This work has been
part of the ‘opening school facilities’ project. We were delighted to have secured £12,500 of funding to enable us to
establish an onsite fitness suite that now forms part of our fantastic extended curriculum offer.
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Post-16 Careers Information 
Next Steps






