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Dear Parent/Carer 

 
Da Vinci Academy 2021-22  
 
Once again, I would like to express the thanks of myself and the whole staff team for your incredible support to both 
our school and our shared ambition for all our young people who attend Da Vinci Academy. Together we have risen to 
the challenge of the pandemic with ambition, resilience, determination, and compassion. We made the decision to pull 
together a celebration of all that has been achieved despite Covid-19 in our enclosed ‘Da Vinci Academy Showcase’ 
brochure.  Please enjoy the read and be proud of your child and all the successes of our ‘one team’ academy ethos. 
 
External inspection validation and numerous feedback from yourselves endorses the high ambition for our students. 
With good GCSE outcomes and excellent student progress combined with full year groups lower down the school, we 
have an academy to be proud of. Please can I take this opportunity to welcome our new Year 7s who are also receiving 
this letter as well as send our very best wishes to all Year 11s who are moving on to great futures of their choice. 
 
We are always striving to improve further to become an outstanding school and help your children gain even 
higher/better qualifications and life changing experiences during their education. We do after all want to be the ‘best 
school in the country’! In moving our academy forward, I have worked with staff and students alike to embed our clear 
vision supported by a relentless drive for a ‘culture of kindness’. We all want a school where students feel happy and 
safe, and where any form of bullying is not tolerated. None of this has changed and it is for the benefit of everyone. 
 
Our mission “One team, changing worlds” 
Our purpose A school where all “aspire, believe, learn and achieve” 
Our values L.E.A.D Lead Empower Achieve Drive 
Our rules  3 Rs: Ready, Respectful, Responsible 
 
This whole school ethos permeates throughout everything we do and is a shared purpose that every member of the 
school community can buy into.   We will insist on the very highest standards for all of the students in our care at all 
times as we prepare them for future careers and success. 
 
I am therefore taking this opportunity to write to you about an area that we would still like to improve further. A recent 
review at Da Vinci highlighted the importance of uniform as one of the biggest indicators of high standards and 
supporting good student attitudes to school. To this effect and to give you plenty of time to address, I want to be very 
clear about our expectations at the start of next term and from the first day back in school. 
 
 
 
 
Specifically, I would like to draw your attention to the following: 
 

• Blazer worn every day 

• Black shoes and NO trainers 

• Black tailored trousers (not tight fit) and no leggings or jeans 

EVERY student is expected to meet our uniform standards as per the enclosed leaflet. These standards are not 
new and have been widely available including on our website, for over two years. 
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• Jewellery may include two plain studs and a watch – no other piercings including clear types 

• No false nails and no false eyelashes 

• Natural coloured hair only and no patterns or shaved heads  

• School bag with equipment and knowledge organiser 
 
Post lockdown, we have been patient with uniform delays but from September, there must be no excuses. Together we 
need a 100% commitment to EVERY student wearing uniform correctly and taking responsibility for their equipment 
and knowledge organiser on a daily basis. 
 
For openness and transparency, students not wearing the correct uniform will be loaned the relevant item(s) in 
support. Refusal to then wear the correct uniform will lead to completion of relevant curriculum content in Student 
Support. With frequent reminders including this letter and with plenty of notice, please do not therefore let your child 
get piercings, false nails or haircuts which do not meet our standards just before term starts.   
 
Please also see the separate communication with regards important reminders of key academy aspects including 
attendance, homework and an achievement team update. 
 
I know because you kindly tell us that you see the school evolving and developing in all areas.  We know that students 
will go on to do even better at Da Vinci Academy in the coming years and we want you, as parents/carers, to work 
alongside us in securing the best possible futures for your children.  
 
If you feel that there is anything more we can do to help you or your child, or you would like to discuss any aspect 
further please do not hesitate to contact your child’s form tutor, their achievement leader, assistant achievement 
leader, Miss Tyers and Mr Blake as Deputy Headteachers, the SLT year group link or myself regarding these matters. 
 
I remain as proud as ever to be Headteacher of this proudly inclusive school with its big heart and huge ambition. 
However, my team cannot achieve what we want to alone and I therefore thank you in anticipation of your vital 
support. We want to achieve another groundbreaking year in 2021-22 at Da Vinci Academy for the benefit of our 
students, your children, by working together in a truly caring and high achieving school with a strong and positive 
parent/ carer partnership. 
 
With all best wishes for a safe and happy summer holiday. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

Mrs Katie Roberts 
Headteacher 


