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Wednesday 30 June 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer 
 
Da Vinci Academy Review - Feedback 
 
Further to recent and external reviews of our academy including that by an independent National Leader (NLE) 
in Education, I wanted to share the headline feedback with yourselves. The reviewer observed ‘line-up’ for the 
start of school, the reading at the beginning of the day and the first lesson of the day.  They also discussed the 
academy with a group of KS3 students and a group of KS4 students, as well as meeting with members of the 
senior team and teaching staff. 
 
We were delighted with the findings which can be summarised below: 
 

• Students are so friendly, mature, honest, and open.  

• The academy is a very calm and caring school and there appears to be a strong collegiate atmosphere 
amongst the staff.   

• The lessons were all calm and it was always clear what was being taught. The quality of the curriculum, 
teaching and student learning was strong.  

• The students were able to name teachers they liked and adults they trusted.  For the most part they are 
proud of the academy.  As is typical in an improving school they had all ‘heard of incidents’, rather than 
experiencing themselves or witnessing any occurrences of students being unsafe.   

• Their experiences of lockdown were mixed: they acknowledged school got better at catering for them in 
the second lockdown, and all were glad to be back in school.  

• The academy has significant strengths in catering for SEND students, provision for mental health and 
well-being, the pastoral and citizenship curriculum and inclusion. 

• From observing lessons, student movement around the school, and discussion with students there are 
clear indications of an improving school. 

 
The following points are a summary of areas to develop and which we now need to focus on: 
 

1. There is a significant inconsistency of uniform and a noticeable lack of smartness (particularly with the 
girls) especially jewellery (piercings), leggings and trainers. This must be addressed. 

 
2. The expectations of ‘line-up’ at the beginning of the day need to improve including a focus on silent and 

straight lines as this will positively impact on the start of lessons including a ‘purposeful and business-
like’ approach to school by students. 

 
3. The conditions would appear to be in place for good and consistent teaching. A clear focus on disruption 

free lessons together with a more stringent approach to uniform and line-up will give greater 
consistency and effectiveness very quickly. 
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The NLE finished by stating that they feel confident that Da Vinci is poised to become a very successful academy 
and they very much look forward to their next visit which we have requested in July (Covid-19 dependent). 
There was much to be proud of with this feedback and in particular the positive comments about lessons, 
curriculum and learning as well as the care and support for our students. As a school we have taken great pride 
in helping everyone to return towards our high standards after lockdown and we have been understanding of 
the ongoing support required by many students and their families. 
However, and notwithstanding some current Covid-19 isolation, we have now been back in school some three 
months, and it is important that we stop making excuses for the aspects that we can do something about. As 
parents, we need your help to address the points raised. Please therefore support us with the following: 
 

• Uniform standards are not negotiable. Please expect your child to be challenged and for contact to be 
made home if they are not following our clearly communicated requirements. Please pay particular 
attention to the following: 
- Black tailored trousers or school skirt and no leggings. This will be mandatory from September so 

please prepare for this now. This will be without exception. Please contact your child’s achievement 
team if you need any help with addressing this. 

- No facial or tongue piercings. Clear studs and bars have been allowed for the remainder of the term 
as support for lockdown piercing but they will not be permitted from September. 

- Plain black school shoes must be worn. Strictly no trainers. 

• Morning line up requires all students to have the following 
- Blazer 
- School bag with pen/ pencil/ ruler/ calculator 
- Knowledge Organiser 

• Students must be on time to lessons or expect to remain behind for the equivalent time at the end of 
the day. 

• Lessons are disruption free, and students are expected to engage with their learning. 
 
Going forward, my staff and I are excited to build on the positive momentum we have together with yourselves 
in support of your children attending a good school with ambition and high expectations for all. Many students 
follow our academy standards and receive nothing but reward and praise. If your child’s uniform or behaviour is 
challenged, then please support us to address this. During conversations, please treat all staff with respect as 
they are simply reinforcing the high standards that all young people deserve and as we are rightly required to 
uphold by our governing body and the LEAD Trust. 
 
As Headteacher, I could not be prouder of our young people and their achievements. Our academy is going from 
strength to strength, and I give my sincere thanks in anticipation of your ongoing support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

Mrs Katie Roberts 
Headteacher 


