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A message from the Head Teacher
Happy half term to all of our families and students.

Thank you to everyone for your support and efforts as we get
back into the swing of ‘normal school’! Students and staff have
worked hard to bring standards and routines to the level of those
we have come to expect at Da Vinci. Important information with
regards returning to full uniform, timings of the day and other
amendments after half term has been sent with this email. Please
make sure that you have read this and ensure that your child/
children are prepared from Monday 7th June.

I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate our Year
11 students who have faced into their GCSE disruption with resilience and determination.
The vast majority have approached their recent assessments sensibly and with a firm
resolve to do their very best. We are optimistic of yet another good year of outcomes by Da
Vinci students as we continue on our journey to become a strong school which is ambitious
for students and staff alike. The support of families is fundamental to achieving this and we
really do appreciate our strong parent – school partnership.

Have a peaceful half term and please continue to keep safe!
Mrs Roberts

Sexual abuse in education - NSPCC Helpline
You will be aware of recent media coverage on the serious 
topic of historic and current sexual abuse in some schools 
and colleges. Da Vinci Academy is committed to 
safeguarding our students from all forms of harm and 
abuse. We are confident in our procedures and reporting 
systems and have no evidence of concerns of this nature within our academy.
Da Vinci Academy staff are trained to have a ‘think the unthinkable’ and ‘it could happen 
here’ approach to safeguarding our students. We continue to encourage students, parents 
and carers to speak to us if you ever have any concerns of any sort. Additionally we wanted 
to bring to your attention a dedicated NSPCC helpline which is now available to support 
anyone who has experienced sexual abuse in educational settings or has concerns about 
someone or the issues raised. The dedicated NSPCC helpline number is 0800 136 663 and 
more information is available at: Dedicated helpline for victims of abuse in schools NSPCC.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/sexual-abuse-victims-schools-helpline/


Safeguarding and Wellbeing

Additional information and resources are available on the academy website

Everyone working at Da Vinci Academy 
shares the prime objective to keep 
children and young people safe by:

• Providing a safe environment for 
children and young people to learn in.

• Identifying children and young people who are suffering or likely to 
suffer significant harm, and taking the appropriate action with the 
aim of making sure they are kept safe both at home and in school.

If you have any immediate concerns about the safety of a child out of 
hours or during school holidays please contact:

• Derby Children’s Social Care – Initial Response Team - 01332 641172

• Careline out of hours - 01332 786968

• Police - 101

Name Role Mobile Email

Keir 

Mather

Designated Safeguarding  & 

Mental Health Lead

07885219863 keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk

Karen 

Thompson

Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Lead/ Mental Health First Aider

N/A Karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk

Ms Karen Thompson
Deputy DSL / Attendance 

Support

Mr Keir Mather
Designated 

Safeguarding Lead

Safeguarding Team

Mrs Sophie McKenzie
Assistant Head Teacher

Designated Safeguarding Person

Support for Young People and their Families
Childline

A free, confidential service where 
you can talk about anything you 

want
0800 1111

www.childline.org.uk

Kooth
Free, anonymous online counselling 

and support for young people
Mon – Fri 

12 pm – 10 pm
Sat – Sun

6 pm – 10 pm
www.kooth.com

CEOP
Reporting online abuse, sexual 

abuse or consent
www.ceop.police.uk/safety-

centre/

Derbyshire NHS - Chat 
Health 

Sexual health, relationships, 
emotional health, smoking, drugs 

and alcohol
07507 327104 (free) 

www.chathealth.nhs.uk

mailto:keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk
mailto:Karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
http://www.chathealth.nhs.uk/


Year 7 News
Congratulations to Kieran (7I) for being successful in getting a place in West End Young Stars, we are so 
proud of this fantastic achievement. We look forward to seeing you in the West End on stage one day in the 
future! 

In ‘At My Best’ lessons with Mr Mather, Year 7 students have been learning about the impact of 
discrimination such racism, homophobia and supporting students additional needs. Mr Mather is really 
proud of how our students have responded so maturely and empathetically to such challenging discussion 
topics. 

For our last Inspiration Day, Nottingham University delivered an interactive session with Year 7 which 
helped students to understand more about the options available to them for further study in the future. It 
was brilliant to see students building their curiosity and broadening their horizons about careers. 

Kyeron-Lee, Riley, Kai and Sam were put forward by PE Teacher Mr Thompson to join the Elite Football 
Development Club. All four students were successful in the selection process and have started to attend 
weekly training sessions with Premier League football player, Ben Osborne… What an excellent 
achievement!

As we know, attendance to school is so important and increases chances of success at GCSE level and 
beyond. Also, achievement in lessons is something we like to reward and celebrate at Da Vinci Academy. 
Congratulations to Miss Sullivan and her tutees in 7R for achieving the highest percentage attendance so far 
in Year 7. Congratulations to Miss Fox and Mrs Mumford and their tutees in 7S who have the highest 
number of Achievement points so far this year. 

Miss Jandu has been meeting with primary 
school teachers getting ready for the next 
cohort of Year 7’s to join us in September. 
We can’t believe that this time last year it 
was our current Year 7’s who were about to 
start with us! We’ve had a successful year 
so far and a positive start to secondary school 
life, we look forward to what the future holds. 

Year 8 News
Year 8's have been writing postcards to
students in France, introducing themselves and
showing off the French language that they have
been learning in lessons. We are hoping that we
can continue this partnership with students in
France to develop our language skills and to
promote awareness of other cultures and
countries. Year 8 have produced some fantastic
work during this project and we cannot wait to
receive responses from French students.

Faith in Year 8 has 
donated her hair to 
Little Princess Trust 
who produce wigs 
for children suffering 
with cancer or 
allopecia.  Faith lost 
her father to cancer 
when she was 8 
years old and wanted 
to do something in 
his memory, so she 
donated nine inches 
of hair!
Well done Faith, we 
are very proud of 
you!



Year 9
Year 9 have had a busy half-term, their options have been finalised and they have participated in their
second Inspiration Day of the year. The focus over the final half-term will be on preparing students for
their transition into KS4. Their attitude and growing maturity continues to impress across the school and
we are all excited for the next step of their learning journey.

Reminder: All students are expected to be in full uniform upon their return to school after half term.
Details of the DVA uniform can be found on the school website: www.davinciacademy.co.uk

As always, if there are any issues or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us as we will do our best
to support.

Several students applied for the Rolls Royce Young Apprentice programme in May this year
and participated in a remote session led by the company. As a school we are very proud of our
relationship with Rolls Royce and have supported a number of students through young
apprenticeships, some of whom have gone on to be accepted onto practical apprenticeships
Post 16.

Year 9 students have been
participating in a project about French
speaking subjects. Miss Jandu is
particularly proud of 9R and has kindly
shared some of their fantastic work.

Year 10
Exciting opportunities are on the horizon for Year 10…

It’s for anyone 14+ interested in taking a more active

volunteer role in grassroots football. No matter what

your background, football experience, or ambition as a

volunteer – the course is designed to give you the

knowledge and skills to help out at a local grassroots

club or FA participation programme.

The course is a fantastic stepping stone to move onto

your level 1 and 2 coaching qualification.

Year 10 Careers week
Before the Easter holidays Year 10 experienced a careers week where they started creating their CV ready for when
they start applying for colleges and apprenticeships in Year 11. We were also very lucky to be visited by some
gentlemen from Derby County who spoke about career pathways. There were also two guest speakers from
Nottingham Trent University who spoke about resilience and self-esteem.

A huge well done to Alisha who has been awarded the most A points
in Year 10 (283!) from the start of September to now –
Congratulations!

A Points

http://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/


What is the role of a Head Boy and a Head Girl?
• To be an ambassador for the academy 

- Open Evenings
- Primary Transition 
- Parents’ Evenings

• To be a voice for the students to implement positive changes in the academy
• To project manage the year book and prom
• To positively promote the academy in the wider community 
What is the role of a Prefect? 
• To work closely with the Head Boy and Head Girl and their deputies 
• To be actively involved in student voice
• To positively represent the academy at a variety of events 
• To support with the organisation and input of the year book and the prom 
• To support younger students in the academy 
How will this benefit you? 
• This is YOUR school and you will get a say in the decisions made to help drive the academy forward
• You will be able to improve your team and organisation skills 
• The skills you will develop in the role will benefit you and enhance applications for:

- College/university 
- Apprenticeships
- Jobs
- Voluntary work

How do you apply? 
• To apply for any of these roles, please complete the application form which you can collect from Miss Reay
• To apply for the Head Boy and Head Girl positions, you will also need to attach a 250 work supporting statement

detailing how you will promote the academy’s values of Aspire, Believe, Learn, Achieve.
• Head Boy and Head Girl applicants will be short listed and interviewed
• We will look to appoint a Head Boy, Head Girl, Deputy Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl
• Please hand your applications in to Miss Reay or your tutor

Head Boy, Head Girl and the Student Management Team

• When you return after May half term you will be the oldest year group in the school… 
That makes each and everyone of you the new Year 11

• There are 7 weeks until we break up for the summer holidays
• That means you have 7 weeks to prepare to return in September as a Year 11 student
Are you up for the challenge?
Are you ready to raise your game?

It’s the final countdown… 

Well deserved recognition and a massive congratulations to Leo who has consistently
impressed Nottingham Forest FC scouts and secured an 8-week trial. Leo has been
under Nottingham Forest’s radar all year after being top scorer in the local Saturday
and Sunday Division 1! He will now join up with the Nottingham Forest FC u15
Academy team for both training and fixtures; 4 times a week! We are all proud of Leo’s
huge achievement and wish him all the best with his trial period, good luck Leo!!

Year 10 Scouted by Nottingham Forest FC

A huge well done to the following students who have all achieved the highest grade
possible on their Science foundation papers!

Alisha, Lola, Amelia, Emily, Karmand, Rhyanna, Jess, Josh, Gerard, Adam, Cody, Lilli,
Jess and Ellie.

Science Success!

Year 10 Continued…



Success students have been visiting Derby this half term to learn about Street Art. Below are examples of
some of the work that they have produced using graffiti styling. Next term we are looking forward to
learning some kayaking and paddle boarding skills.

Success

Da Vinci Bake Off - Success students have been baking shortbread biscuits, chocolate brownies and
chocolate cupcakes during food technology lessons. Students have also been making lunchtime wraps
for staff.

In PE our students have enjoyed doing some boxing, kettleball training, trampolining, table tennis and
basketball.

In Science lessons the students are growing their own Sunflowers as they learn about plant growth.

Across school there has been the opportunity for
students to enter the RA (Royal Academy) Art
Competition. Here is some of the stunning work that
has been entered across the school. Let us all join
together and wish the best of luck to all the entries!
Natalja, Oliver, Ruby and Latae.

Art

There are lots of exciting things happening in the STEM club at the moment and we are always looking for
new members. Check out the poster on the next page and pop along to a session. If you have any
questions have a chat with Mr Bennett or Mr Grimmett. We hope to see you there.

STEM





Sportsperson of the week!

More About… Mr Seeds! 
What is your role at Da Vinci Academy? Mathematics Teacher

What is your favourite thing about your 

career?

Every day is different.

What motivates you to work hard? Making a difference.

What did you want to be when you 

were small?

A footballer.

What is your proudest 

accomplishment?

My 2 children.

Who is your hero? Steven Gerrard.

What are your hobbies? Football and playing with my kids.

What was your favourite subject in 

school?

PE.

What is your favourite book? The Miracle of Istanbul.

What’s your favourite movie? Bad Boys.

What would you sing at Karaoke night? Nothing, I am tone deaf!

If you could only eat one meal for the 

rest of your life, what would it be?

Sunday Dinner.

What three items would you take with 

you on a deserted island?

A knife, some rope and a sleeping bag.



News
Dates for your diary:
Any changes to dates and events will be 
updated on our website:

Last day of Half Term 5

June

07 First day of Half Term 6

June

14 Y10 Mock Exams commence

Free School Meals – May Half Term

May

28

Those who are eligible
for free school meals
will receive a £15
voucher to cover the
May Half Term break.
You will receive your
Morrisons voucher by
email.

MeeToo App

Knife Crime Assembly

MeeToo App for iOS and Android is
a new app for supporting children
when they need to talk and is
supported by NHS.

MeeToo is a multi-award winning, 
free, anonymous app where young 
people can talk about difficult things. Built on research
showing the positive impact of peer support for mental
health, MeeToo provides a safe, pre-moderated (by
humans) space for young people aged 11+ to experiment
with opening up about whatever may be on their mind.

Posts can be responded to by other users, as well as a team
of trained university psychology students and MeeToo
counsellors who help to guide discussions and ensure that
no post goes unanswered.

Moderators check every post and reply before they go live
to ensure the safety and anonymity of users, and the
counsellors uphold a sophisticated system for monitoring
and tracking potential safeguarding risks.

MeeToo supports over 6,000 young people each month. It
is featured on the NHS Apps library and promoted by more
than 1,000 schools in the UK.

On Wednesday 28th April we were delighted to
welcome our local PCSO team to Da Vinci to deliver a
virtual assembly to all students. They covered the
important topic of knife crime giving students key
information to help keep themselves and others
safe. The assembly is part of our ongoing working
relationship with the PCSO's as we work in
collaboration to support our amazing community.

If you would like any more information about how
Da Vinci and the police work together, please
contact Mr Keir Mather - Safeguarding Lead.

National Online Safety
Da Vinci Academy became a
certified National Online Safety
(NOS) school for the first time a
couple of months ago. This
further highlights our
commitment to supporting
students to stay safe online, something which has
become even more important due to the challenges
of the pandemic over the last 18 months.

As a NOS school we have access to resources and
training that helps the whole community including
students, staff and parents.

I am delighted to announced that resources are now
available to parents/carers of Da Vinci Academy
students.

Please visit our website for the link to sign up to the
resources.
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/national-online-
safety/
For more information, please contact Mr Keir
Mather - Designated Safeguarding Lead.

Food and Nutrition 
This half term all Food and Nutrition
students have been able to get back
into the kitchen for their practical
sessions and it has been amazing!
The students have been thoroughly
engaged and the skills we have been
able to learn and showcase over the
last few weeks have
been fantastic!

Year 7 have been working on knife skills using the bridge and claw
method.
Year 8 have worked on cooking methods using the oven and the
hob.
Year 9 have worked on bread making by creating bread rolls,
focaccia and then their own homemade pizza.
Year 10 have enhanced their complex skills by making fresh pasta
and mincing meat before creating their own Spaghetti Bolognese
dish.

July

02 Inspiration Day

https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/national-online-safety/


News
Mindfulness Please remember, even 

though we can’t offer our 
usual coffee morning 

catch ups, we are just at 
the end of the phone or 

an email: 

Mrs Sophie McKenzie
SENDCo

sophie.mckenzie@davinciacademy.co.uk

Mrs Sylvia Britton
Deputy SENDCo

sylvia.britton@davinciacademy.co.uk

Life can be challenging at times particularly whilst we are going through
the pandemic. One way to help manage our emotions is through
Mindfulness.

Practising mindfulness can help to manage depression, some anxiety
problems and feelings of stress.

Some mindfulness ideas that might help are:-

Mindful eating. This involves paying attention to the taste, sight and
textures of what you eat. For example, when drinking a cup of tea or
coffee you could focus on how hot and liquid it feels on your tongue, how
sweet it tastes or watch the steam that it gives off.

Mindful moving, walking or running. Notice the feeling of your body
moving. You might notice the breeze against your skin, the feeling of
your feet or hands against different textures on the ground or nearby
surfaces, and the different smells that are around you.

Body scan. This is where you move your attention slowly through
different parts of the body, starting from the top of your head moving all
the way down to the end of your toes. You could focus on feelings of
warmth, tension, tingling or relaxation of different parts of your body.

Mindful colouring and drawing. Focus on the colours and the sensation
of your pencil against the paper, rather than trying to draw something in
particular. You could use a mindfulness colouring book or download
mindfulness colouring images.

Mindful meditation. This involves sitting quietly and focusing on your
breathing, your thoughts, sensations in your body and the things you can
hear around you. Try to bring your focus back to the present if your mind
starts to wander. Many people also find that yoga helps them to
concentrate on their breathing and focus on the present moment.

A colouring sheet can be found on the next page – Prize
available for the best/most creative colouring. Please
return entries to Mrs McKenzie by Monday 7 June 2021

Did you know that parents 
can access their child's 

Student Support Plan via 
Go4Schools?

We are looking to recruit enthusiastic and motivated
individuals to join our team of exam invigilators. As an
exam invigilator, you will be required to carry out the
duties described to you by the Exams Officer.
Previous experience is not essential however
attention to detail, good communication skills and
reliability are required. This post is on a casual basis
and training will be provided. Invigilators are usually
required for blocks of exams throughout the year
(please note that the allocation of work is entirely at
the employer’s discretion).

For more information and to apply, please visit our
website: https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/support-
staff/

WE’RE RECRUITING! - Exam Invigilators
Salary: £9.79 per hour (this is inclusive of
holiday pay enhancement and is subject
to any pay award)
Contract Type: Temporary / Zero Hours
Contract (you will be employed on a
casual hour basis)
Start Date: June 2021
Closing Date: Friday 28 May 2021 at 9 am
Interviews: Wednesday 9 June 2021
The L.E.A.D. Academy Trust is committed
to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children and young people and
we expect all staff and volunteers to
share this commitment. This post is
subject to an enhanced DBS check.

mailto:sophie.mckenzie@davinciacademy.co.uk
mailto:sophie.mckenzie@davinciacademy.co.uk
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/support-staff/





