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A message from the Head Teacher
Holiday greetings to all of our families and students,
I hope that this newsletter finds you safe and well?
The Spring Term has passed in a whirlwind of remote home learning, returning to
school and Covid-19 testing. The majority of students came back to school on the 8th

March with a smile on their faces and a determination to keep learning.
I cannot thank our staff enough for embracing new technologies and helping our 
young people to keep motivated and on top of their education. 

There are numerous media stories about lost generations and education disadvantage but at Da Vinci 
Academy, we are determined to face any such challenges both positively and with a real ‘can do’ 
attitude. As such, we prefer to look back on the last year and recognise the strength and resilience 
shown by so many young people – invaluable attributes for life.
In parallel, we are confident that our ambitious curriculum will support students to achieve great 
outcomes whatever their targets and individual talents. Assessments held in lessons at the end of term 
are helping staff to know what individual support is required and which parts of the curriculum need 
some extra revision. In addition, we have enabled 162 IT devices to be made available to support 
learning at home and we are working with a talented Humanities mentor, Grace, to support identified 
students and groups.
I am also proud that as a school, we have maintained our focus and commitment to careers advice and 
guidance. Work Inspiration week was held at the end of term for our brilliant Year 10 students. They did 
themselves proud and local employers sang our students’ praises with regards their attitudes and calm 
focus whilst they worked their way through CV writing and practice interviews.
This was additional to our Inspiration Week held during the previous week. Year 7s had a remote 
experience with the University of Nottingham, whilst Year 9 and Year 10 had bespoke days devoted to 
their RSE curriculum exploring topics around relationships and sex education. Finally, Year 11 had a 
day’s experience with Talk the Talk – time devoted for careers, aspirations and oracy development. 
On the back of lockdown, some schools have removed activities like these but I am sure that you will 
agree that it is these very sessions with the experiences that they give and the skills that they develop 
which are as important as ever. They broaden minds and develop life skills. I am proud of our academy’s 
commitment to this and of our staff who work so hard to make these events happen.
Add CSE Awareness Day, Comic Relief and Easter bunny chocolate reward activities, and it is not 
surprising that the four weeks back in school have passed so quickly!
Looking ahead, the summer term looks no less busy. We are delighted to have secured funding for an 
innovative reading programme which will support many students in another important life skill as well 
as trialling a sports based mentoring programme. Watch out for updates in future newsletters!
Finally, please continue to use the testing kits provided and ensure that we reduce the spread of Corona 
virus via asymptomatic case infection. As always we follow government guidance and I simply ask for 
your support if there is a need to isolate students. I can assure you that we do not make these decisions 
lightly or without PHE advice. More recently, we had no choice but to isolate Year 8.
Finally and as always – thank you to all of you. Together we will do our best to ensure that your children 
are happy and succeed.
Take very good care, Mrs Roberts



Safeguarding and Wellbeing

Additional information and resources are available on the academy website

Everyone working at Da Vinci Academy 
shares the prime objective to keep 
children and young people safe by:

• Providing a safe environment for 
children and young people to learn in.

• Identifying children and young people who are suffering or likely to 
suffer significant harm, and taking the appropriate action with the 
aim of making sure they are kept safe both at home and in school.

If you have any immediate concerns about the safety of a child out of 
hours or during school holidays please contact:

• Derby Children’s Social Care – Initial Response Team - 01332 641172

• Careline out of hours - 01332 786968

• Police - 101

Name Role Mobile Email

Keir 

Mather

Designated Safeguarding  & 

Mental Health Lead

07885219863 keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk

Karen 

Thompson

Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Lead/ Mental Health First Aider

N/A Karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk

Ms Karen Thompson
Deputy DSL / Attendance 

Support

Mr Keir Mather
Designated 

Safeguarding Lead

Safeguarding Team

Mrs Sophie McKenzie
Assistant Head Teacher

Designated Safeguarding Person

Support for Young People and their Families
Childline

A free, confidential service where 
you can talk about anything you 

want
0800 1111

www.childline.org.uk

Kooth
Free, anonymous online counselling 

and support for young people
Mon – Fri 

12 pm – 10 pm
Sat – Sun

6 pm – 10 pm
www.kooth.com

CEOP
Reporting online abuse, sexual 

abuse or consent
www.ceop.police.uk/safety-

centre/

Derbyshire NHS - Chat 
Health 

Sexual health, relationships, 
emotional health, smoking, drugs 

and alcohol
07507 327104 (free) 

www.chathealth.nhs.uk

mailto:keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk
mailto:Karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
http://www.chathealth.nhs.uk/


News

Twitter

Dates for your diary:
Any changes to dates and events will be 
updated on our website:

April

01 Last day of Half Term 4

April

19 First day of Half Term 5

May

03 Bank Holiday Monday

Free School Meals – Easter Break

Please follow us on Twitter @davincilead for regular news and updates!

March

29 Y10 Work Inspiration Week

On Thursday 18 March students across all year groups 
spent time with their tutor discussing Child Sexual 
Exploitation in line with CSE Awareness Day. 

Safeguarding Lead Keir Mather said: “National Child 
Exploitation Awareness Day is an opportunity to build 
on the awareness raising work we already do in school 
on this and many other issues.

“We must not be scared to talk to young people about 
exploitation as we know that it has the potential to 
happen anywhere and effectively no child is 
guaranteed to be safe from grooming whether that is 
online or directly by individuals or groups of 
perpetrators.

“By taking an open and honest approach, young people 
will hopefully be better armed with the confidence and 
knowledge to challenge and report inappropriate and 
criminal behaviour.

For more information about child exploitation, how 
Safe and Sound can help and how to support the local 
charity, please visit www.safeandsoundgroup.org.uk
and/or visit www.stop-cse.org/national-child-
exploitation-awareness-day/

Derby City Council have made the decision to 
use the extended Winter Covid grant to 
provide support for all eleven days of the 
Easter break. Therefore those who are eligible 
for free school meals will receive two £15 
vouchers for Morrisons via email.

CSE Awareness Day Comic Relief 
We raised an 
amazing £400.22 
for Comic Relief 
on Friday 19 
March – A big 
well done to all 
students and 
staff! 

Another huge well done to the winners 
of our Joke Competition: 

First place (10I) - Why does the toilet roll 
roll down the hill? To get to the bottom!

Second place (11 Int SMC) - Why did the 
cow cross the road? Because it was going 
to the mooooooooovies!

Third place (8S) - Mr Thompson got a 
new border collier over lockdown. One 
day his Mum said to him "Mr Thompson 
have you seen the dog bowl?" Mr 
Thompson said "to be honest Mum, I 
didn't even know he played cricket!

http://www.safeandsoundgroup.org.uk/
http://www.stop-cse.org/national-child-exploitation-awareness-day/


News
World Autism Awareness Week –
29 March to 4 April 2021 
The Social Communication and Autism Team have shared an 
exciting range of resources to help celebrate World Autism 
Awareness Week. We feel it is so important that young people 
understand their diagnosis and we are passionate about Autistic 
people being understood by the people around them – World 
Autism Awareness Week is a great opportunity to make this 
happen!

Free learning resources for your school - https://autism.org.uk/
Fundraising for the National Autistic Society -
https://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/raise-money/world-
autism-awareness-week

Please remember, 
even though we 

can’t offer our usual 
coffee morning catch 

ups, we are just at 
the end of the phone 

or an email: 

Mrs Sophie McKenzie
SENDCo

sophie.mckenzie@davinciacademy.co.uk

Mrs Sylvia Britton
Deputy SENDCo

sylvia.britton@davinciacademy.co.uk

Video clips to help pupils and staff understand Autism:
Amazing Things happen by Alexander Amelines -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbwRrVw-CRo
Amazing Kids, Amazing Things Project -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAogdfYPstU
BBC My Autism and Me -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejpWWP1HNGQ

Famous People with Autism 
Lots of people with a diagnosis of Autism are successful. Below are 
a list of famous people who are Autistic. You could ask pupils to 
research these celebrities and help them to understand that 
everyone on the spectrum is different: Albert Einstein, Iqra Babar, 
Greta Thunberg, Chris Packham, Emily Dickinson, Jessica – Jane 
Applegate, Guy Martin, James Durbin, Susan Boyle, Ladyhawke, 
Tim Burton, Steve Jobs, Bill Gates, Daryl Hannah, Heather Kuzmich, 
Niall Aslam, Anne Hegerty. 

https://autism.org.uk/
https://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/raise-money/world-autism-awareness-week
mailto:sophie.mckenzie@davinciacademy.co.uk
mailto:sophie.mckenzie@davinciacademy.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbwRrVw-CRo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAogdfYPstU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejpWWP1HNGQ


Extra-Curricular Activities
After Easter (Monday 19th April!) we welcome the return of Extra-Curricular activities with a new bespoke 
timetable. These after school activities will provide all pupils multiple opportunities to engage, learn and 
progress outside of lesson time. Please be aware, if you are attending an Extra-Curricular PE club, you are 
expected to be in kit and can wear your kit for the full day.

More About… Mr Smith! 
What is your role at Da Vinci Academy? Curriculum Leader of Physical Education.

What is your favourite thing about your 

career?

Inspiring young people to lead an active, 

healthy lifestyle.

What motivates you to work hard? Seeing students make progress, or take up a 

new sport or activity.

What did you want to be when you 

were small?

A Professional Footballer.

What is your proudest 

accomplishment?

Being a professional footballer for 1 year.

Who is your hero? Steve Redgrave.

What are your hobbies? Fitness, Motorcycling, Cooking.

What was your favourite subject in 

school?

PE.

What is your favourite book? The Jigsaw Man by Paul Brittain.

What’s your favourite movie? The first 2 Home Alone films!

What would you sing at Karaoke night? The Gambler by Kenny Rodgers.

If you could only eat one meal for the 

rest of your life, what would it be?

Some sort of Italian dish.

What three items would you take with 

you on a deserted island?

A football, a kettlebell and a huge supply of 

protein shakes.



Year 7 News
Year 7, thank you for all your hard work and engagement in remote 
learning during the lockdown period. We are delighted to have you all 
back at school! 
Miss Jandu and Mr Mather

Latae – thank you for sending in your 
artwork, Miss Fox says ‘it is INSANELY 
GOOD! Honestly, it is absolutely 
beautiful. I love it!’ 
Latae is hopefully going to enter this 
for the RA art competition which is the 
opportunity for students to enter an 
art competition for the world famous 
Royal Academy of Art (RA). If selected, 
Latae could potentially have his work 
exhibited in the RA in London 
alongside some of the world's leading 
artists - Good luck Latae!

Alexia created a fantastic 
‘gratitude’ jar as part of one of 

our well-being challenges 
from our weekly bulletins – we 

hope you filled it with 
wonderful things that make 

you smile during challenging 
times.

Every week, Pollyanna and Scarlett-Rose 
have been helping to do an elderly lady’s 
shopping. Then this week they took some 
films for her to watch and cleared her garden 
whilst they were there. We are so proud of 
you both, what a kind thing to do to help 
those who may need it in the community. 



Curriculum News
ADT

KS3 Music

Throughout ADT we have been getting back to business with students 
and focusing on lots of different activities.

In DT the Year 8's have worked extremely hard to produce some 
excellent 2 point and 3 point perspective drawings. Fantastic work!

In Art, the Y10 students have been developing 
their portfolios and have been creating some 
fantastic experimental pieces of Artwork. A 
particular mention to the following Y10 
students who are consistently working above 
and beyond. Ruth, Kodey, Natalia, Ellie and 
Josephine. Well done guys, keep it up. 

During the lockdown the Year 7’s were busily exploring a 
range of sounds in music. One of the areas they explored was 
how household items can be used to create music. The 
students in school also had the opportunity to perform to the 
class as well as being able to give constructive feedback to 
each performer.

All Y7s also learnt a song called "Be the Change", which they 
related to everyday life. Some of their ideas were: the 
importance of recycling, the importance of kindness and the 
importance of self-confidence.

Another song the classes learnt was Si, Si, Si, which is a song 
from Congo, Africa. In this song, the children achieved 2-part 
singing! They were all also widening their knowledge of music 
through understanding the methods used in film music. 
A big well done to Miss Wood and all the Year 7’s.

Moving on, Year 8 and 9 were working hard on developing 
their song writing skills. Both year groups produced some 
great ideas accessing either the online Grime music tutorials 
using the VIP.STUDIO mixing software on their laptops or 
downloading one of the free apps, such as Garageband, to 
produce some really interesting results. Again, great work Y8 
and 9, both year groups will be extending these skills later in 
the year.

It was lesson 2 out of 2 where the students 
were working in teams of 3-5 and had to 
construct a straw tower from sticky tape, 
scissors and 100 straws. The tower had to 
stand "freely" in order to be measured.

16 out of 24 students received a gold 
medal for completing the design brief, but 
most importantly working as a team in 
order to complete the task. They needed 
to focus on leadership, teamwork, listening 
skills, sharing ideas, collaboration and 
sharing views and ideas.

A great effort from many students in this 
tutor group.

At My Best



Curriculum NewsHumanities
Year 10 Travel and Tourism
Well done to the Year 10 group and Miss Reay. Students in this class achieved 
the best Travel and Tourism Unit 1 results in the history of Da Vinci!
All students passed and a large proportion of the results were merits and 
distinctions.

Travel and Tourism Success in Success
Congratulations to the three students in the KS4 Success Centre who 
completed their BTEC Level 2 Travel and Tourism examination in January 
(when other students had begun their lockdown). We were really 
impressed when their results came in last week with them all scoring 
Level 2 Passes and Merits.

Key Stage Three Religious Education
As the 2011 census identified that just over 
half of people in Derby identified as being 
Christian, around half of our RE time is 
devoted to studying Christianity. In the 
second half of each academic year, students 
begin to study other religions which are 
relatively well represented in the Derby area 
and/or which are important globally. Over 
the coming weeks:
• Students in Year 7 will be studying 

Judaism and Islam
• Students in Year 8 will be studying 

Religious Buildings, Art and Architecture
and Buddhism

• Students in Year 9 will be studying 
Hinduism and Sikhism

As well as learning about what followers of 
these religions believe, we also look at how 
they are taught about moral issues, such as 
the importance of community to Sikhs and 
how Buddhists view environmental issues.

Geography Fieldwork Update
One of the most eagerly anticipated experiences of all 
geographers is their GCSE fieldwork. In past years, 
students have studied the River Ecclesbourne in Duffield 
and shopping habits in Chesterfield. Sadly, with the present 
Year 11, their field visits were postponed and then 
cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. We hope there 
will be opportunities for the present Year 10 students to 
undertake some form of fieldwork when they are in Year 
11, and for the fieldwork entitlement to be 'back to 
normal' for the other year groups thereafter.

History
Students in Year 10 will be studying Almshouses as part of their GCSE course. A virtual tour of an almshouse
in Croydon (near London) can be found here: https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=TEqs26Sr5Dt

Students in Year 8 will be studying the Industrial Revolution in Derby and how it shaped places such as 
Darley Abbey. There are a number of walks around Darley Abbey and Darley Park which families may wish 
to undertake together if/when restrictions allow. https://www.lovederby.com/things-to-do/walks/darley-
abbey-circular-walk/

https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=TEqs26Sr5Dt
https://www.lovederby.com/things-to-do/walks/darley-abbey-circular-walk/


Curriculum NewsEnglish, Literacy and Reading
This week marks the start of our new Reading programme which will 
support our students who need to improve their reading ability, but 
don’t know how. Please see the information about the project below.

Thinking Reading
A programme where students across the 
year groups will be working closely with our 
support staff and Reading Coach to develop 
their skills in reading.  This will start with 
Year 10 first and be rolled out to further 
year groups as we progress with the 
programme this year and into next.

Did you know?

The average 

reading age of the 

UK citizens is 9.7 

years.

Did you know?

The average age for 

a student needed for 

them to access most 

exam papers is 15.9 

years.

Key Dates in the Literacy Calendar:
https://literacywithmissp.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/miss-ps-literacy-calendar-2020-
21.pdf

The 10 brilliant shortlisted books for 2021 are:
• Wranglestone by Darren Charlton (published by Little Tiger)
• Good Girl, Bad Blood by Holly Jackson (published by Electric Monkey)
• And the Stars Were Burning Brightly by Danielle Jawando (published by Simon & Schuster 

Children's Books)
• Eight Pieces of Silva by Patrice Lawrence (published by Hodder Children's Books)
• Loveless by Alice Oseman (published by HarperCollins Children's Books)
• The Great Godden by Meg Rosoff (published by Bloomsbury)
• Melt My Heart by Bethany Rutter (published by Macmillan Children's Books)
• Hold Back the Tide by Melinda Salisbury (published by Scholastic UK)
• Cane Warriors by Alex Wheatle (published by Andersen Press)
• A Snowfall of Silver by Laura Wood (published by Scholastic UK)
And for only the third time in the history of the YA Book Prize a Special Achievement Award 
has been given to the Queen of UK YA, Malorie Blackman, to celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of the first novel in her seminal YA series, Noughts & Crosses.

LoveReading LitFest
A new online festival for book 
lovers around the world has 
launched. 
The 2nd March saw the launch 
of the LoveReading LitFest. A 
brand new, digitally native, 
subscription-based books and 
literature festival.
LoveReading LitFest - a New 
Online Festival for Book Lovers 
Around the World - Has 
Launched | LoveReading4Kids

https://literacywithmissp.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/miss-ps-literacy-calendar-2020-21.pdf
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/16910/Wranglestone-by-Darren-Charlton.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17156/Good-Girl-Bad-Blood-by-Holly-Jackson.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/16949/And-the-Stars-Were-Burning-Brightly-by-Danielle-Jawando.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18168/Eight-Pieces-of-Silva-an-addictive-mystery-that-refuses-to-let-you-go-by-Patrice-Lawrence.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17238/Loveless-by-Alice-Oseman.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18169/The-Great-Godden-by-Meg-Rosoff.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18170/Melt-My-Heart-by-Bethany-Rutter.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18171/Hold-Back-The-Tide-by-Melinda-Salisbury.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17581/Cane-Warriors-by-Alex-Wheatle.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/18172/A-Snowfall-of-Silver-by-Laura-Wood.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/828/Malorie-Blackman.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/blog/childrens-book-news/lovereading-litfest-a-new-online-festival-for-book-lovers-around-the-world-launches-today-6127


E-Scooters
important information
Please can you make all students and parents aware of important information regarding E-Scooters. 
The simple message would be no privately owned E-scooters are allowed to be used ANYWHERE 
other than on private land that has no general public access and with the landowners permission. 
We do not wish E scooters to be purchased in good faith by parents under the mistaken belief that 
they can be used as a road legal form of transport. We also want anyone who owns one to be aware 
of the rules and not use them outside of what the law allows.

To Clarify E-Scooters CANNOT be ridden on any public pavement or road without the correct licence 
or insurance.

If riders are caught riding one and they end up putting points on their licence (possibly before they 
actually get it) it could affect their ability to get insurance/mean they can’t start driving.

Below are useful questions and answers that may help explain our message.

Derbyshire Constabulary and e-scooters

Avoid getting confused about the use of e-scooters by staying legal and staying safe. Our 
officers are engaging with communities to ensure people don’t misuse them. 

These questions and answers should help :

I’ve just bought an e-scooter. Can I use it during the Derby Trial E-Scooter Trial?

No. All e-scooters are classed as ‘motor vehicles’ under the Road Traffic Act regardless of 
whether or not they are part of the trial. All E-scooter riders are subject to traffic legislation, 
drink and drug drive laws etc. 

The crucial difference is that the Government exempted certain legal restrictions to allow the 
use of hired e-scooters on roads. These e-scooters are provided solely as part of the trial 
and can only be obtained via the operator for Derby City, a company called WIND. Only e-
scooters provided as part of the trial can be used on roads -on a par with pedal cycles. They 
should stand out as they are painted yellow. E-scooters used in the trial are programmed with 
both ‘no go’ and ‘go slow’ functionality to help safeguard proper use

Privately owned e-scooters can only be used on private land where there is no public access 
and permission has been granted by the land owner to do so.

The law is clear in that retailers can sell e-scooters but they cannot be sold for use on the 
roads, only on private land.

What happens if I use my own e-scooter on the roads anyway?

Simple – the rider risks police action for no driving licence, insurance (£300 fine and 6 penalty 
points), vehicle not registered/no registration number, construction and use offences to name a 
few……. so please don’t risk breaking the law and getting points and a fine.

What about e-scooters being used for food deliveries around the City -is this allowed?

No. The same legal restrictions for private e- scooter use apply. The riders risk committing 
offences simply by using private scooters on roads.

What about buying my child an e-scooter so they can travel to and from school?

Don’t. Not only is there the road safety risk, doing so could mean the rider is stopped by police 
and unknowingly commits offences and risks penalty points either on their current licence if 
they have one or future licence when they obtain one. The only way a privately e-scooter can 
be used is on private land and then no driving documents are required. Many e-scooters have 
a maximum speed of 15.5 mph or more in some cases which can put other road users at risk 
particularly pedestrians.

How will Derbyshire Constabulary deal with e-scooter riders?

Police officers will be engage in improving awareness but e-scooter riders who knowing or 
persistently break the law will be dealt with Where do I find out more information?

Check out the Derby City Council Website or the Gov.Uk Website. Know the law before 
purchasing or using one.


