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Dear Parent/ Carer 
 
Important information for all students and families 
 
The focus of this half term has been continuing to ensure a safe way of operating in school for students and staff. 
Maintaining everyone’s confidence has been key and we remain proud of the way that our Da Vinci students, staff 
and families have worked together as ‘one team’. We of course continue to follow all government and Trust 
guidance as issued. Going forward and with your continued support, I am determined that we ensure all aspects 
of school operate at the highest standards that we have come to expect and are simply part of the ‘way we do 
things at Da Vinci Academy’.  
 
School Day timings 
As lockdown tier restrictions are lifted, we will return to our ‘normal’ school day timings from Monday 7 June 
2021. All students need to arrive in school by 8.55am latest. The school day will finish at 3.25pm with intervention 
for selected students as well as clubs and activities through to 4.15pm. Please note that from September, Year 11 
will finish their school day at 4.15pm. 
 
Breakfast Club – I am pleased to confirm that this takes place from 8.30am and is part of our free school meal 
offer so we hope that as many students as possible and who are eligible will take advantage of this. 
 
A copy of school day timings including lessons is attached for your convenience. 
 
Uniform 
From 7 June, all students should attend school in full uniform including blazers and shoes. Changing rooms will be 
open once again and PE kit should therefore be brought in separately on relevant days. 
All students are expected to wear correct uniform and actions will be taken where this is not the case. Some 
students with frequent noncompliance have had individual letters as a reminder of our expectations.  
Please specifically take note of the following: 

• DVA hoodies are part of PE kit and should not be worn with blazers/ full uniform 

• DVA jumpers can be worn under a blazer if students want an extra layer for warmth 

• Shoes not trainers 

• Jewellery is limited to two plain studs worn in ears and one watch – no facial or tongue piercings 

• All students require a school bag containing their knowledge organiser and equipment (black or blue pen, 
red pen, pencil, rubber, ruler & calculator) 

• Make up – natural look only. No false nails or false eyelashes. 
 
In addition, I would like to bring the following to your attention: 
 
‘Learning to Achieve’ Classrooms (Disruption Free) 
Please support us with reinforcing the importance of focused learning at school and the responsibility of your 
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child in not disrupting others. Our focus will be on rewarding those who do the right thing day in/ day out and 
show good ‘attitudes to learning’. This will ensure that they achieve during their time at Da Vinci. 
 
All students have the right to learn without interruption from others. Low level disruption in lessons is one of the 
biggest causes of poor student outcomes in the UK and we will not tolerate it at our school. Examples include 
talking to friends, calling out, shouting across the classroom and general messing around. In line with our  
published behaviour policy, students will be given a ROE (reminder of expectation). This gives the child a chance 
to correct their behaviour. Continued disruption may lead to a B point and the child spending time in our Student 
Support area. 
 
Mobile phones 
All mobile phones, smart watches, headphones and blue tooth/ ear pieces seen by any member of staff will be 
confiscated and taken to Reception where they will be kept until an adult family member is able to collect. This will 
be without exception. We reserve the right to implement the handing in of phones to Reception at the start of the 
day for any individual who persists in having their phone out during the school day.  
 
Parent feedback – we are deeply appreciative of all the positive feedback that we receive. However, we do know 
that on occasions, you may have worries or concerns that you wish to raise. Please can I take this opportunity to 
remind everyone of the need to treat staff with respect at all times and I want to be clear that the Academy and 
LEAD Trust will not tolerate abuse of any kind. Please also ensure appropriate use of social media with respect 
direct or indirect reference to the academy, staff and students.  
 
Going forward we are looking at setting up a Da Vinci Academy parent social media forum to help with two way 
communication and feedback. More to follow about this ahead of the next academic year. Please note that we 
will be looking for parent representatives to ensure a broad set of views and opinions. 
 
Despite the current challenges, we continually strive to ensure our school provides your child with the curriculum 
structure and school day that is broad and balanced, supports their learning needs and provides further 
opportunities to both stretch and challenge them and so provide an outstanding educational experience.  
Your support will ensure that we can do our job and maximise our support and learning for your children. 
 
Finally, since becoming Headteacher of Da Vinci Academy in January 2018 and together as a community and 
school partnership, we continue to develop a school that we can all be proud of. Most importantly, it is one where 
our students, your children, don’t only achieve good exam outcomes – they are also happy and thrive. Our success 
is widely recognised and evidenced by both significantly improved GCSE outcomes and full year groups (7, 8 and 
9) from September. A record number of students have also requested Da Vinci Academy as their first choice. This 
is a testimony to all that we are achieving together. 
 
Sincere thanks to you all and our very best wishes for a safe and peaceful half term. 

 
 
 

Mrs Katie Roberts 
Headteacher 


