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Newsletter
A message from the Headteacher:
Happy New Year to our families and students
I know that the start of term has not been what any of us would have chosen
but yet again I send my thanks to all for your support. At this time, one of the most
important messages that we continue to drive is ‘be kind’. Kindness costs nothing
and yet has the power to support, help and heal whether that be acts to each other
or even being kind on yourself. I am so proud of our ‘kind students and families’
who made donations to the YMCA via our ‘reverse advent calendar’ Christmas
boxes as well as those younger students who took the time to write cards to send
to residents in local homes. These are featured later in our newsletter.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank those of you who have been kind enough to take the
time to write to us to show your appreciation. We share these at staff briefing and they truly make a
difference to everyone. Anonymised examples include:
“I honestly am so thankful that my child has a form tutor who connects with her the way you do and
one who goes above and beyond to keep her happy and settled (I’m sure you do all children in your
tutor), especially in a time like this when things are so uncertain she knows and we know she has
consistency in you as her form tutor. She has said multiple times she’s glad she is in your form through
all this chaos.”
Parent email to their child’s Tutor
“Many thanks for your reply at such a late hour for work, it really is appreciated…..
The hard work and dedication that school staff are showing throughout these ever challenging times is
truly appreciated. Could you pass on my thanks to everyone please.”
Parent email to myself
“We would like to commend our child’s school - Da Vinci Academy in Derby…..
Our child has an EHCP and complex needs, and since the first lockdown, nearly a year ago, the care and
attention to not only their academic needs, but their emotional and mental health has been
outstanding. They have attended lessons wherever possible and have received excellent tuition.”
Parent letter to Ofsted
Thank you also to everyone who is supporting their child with home learning. Be kind on yourselves and
keep on doing what you can. As well as delivering resource packs to all student homes, staff have
worked tirelessly to develop our ‘live lessons’ offer and the uptake has been staggering. Please continue
to contact us if you have any feedback, concerns or need support with any aspect. Together, we are
helping your children to keep motivated and access learning as best as they can. It is exactly what a
school family partnership should do.
Sending ‘kind wishes’ to everyone and especially to those who have
been directly affected by the pandemic the most. You know where we
are if you need us and please get in touch. You are not alone.
Take care and keep safe,
Mrs Roberts

KINDNESS AT DA VINCI
Reverse Advent Calendar
Before Christmas all Year 10 tutor groups filled boxes to
donate to Derby’s Homeless Shelter. The tree was
surrounded with lots of generosity and kindness!!
Super proud of you all Year 10 for spreading kindness at
Christmas through a very difficult year for many. Be
proud of yourselves for taking part in this act of
kindness!!

Before the Christmas holidays, pupils in Year 10 also wrote a Christmas post card to staff members here at
DVA to say thank you. This act of kindness put a smile on so many people’s faces!! Thank you Year 10, this
was a lovely gift to so many staff!

And, we didn’t stop there. Students in all year groups wrote lovely Christmas
messages to local care home residents. They were enjoyed by our elderly neighbours
on Christmas Day.
“The residents were very grateful to receive Christmas messages from
our students during this difficult time”

“No act of
kindness
however small
is ever
wasted”

“In a world where you
can be anything,
be kind”

SAFEGUARDING & WELLBEING TEAM
More information and resources are available on the academy website
Everyone working at Da Vinci Academy shares the
prime objective to keep children and young people
safe by:
•

Providing a safe environment for children and
young people to learn in.

•

Identifying children and young people who are
suffering or likely to suffer significant harm,
and taking the appropriate action with the aim
of making sure they are kept safe both at home
and in school.
If you have any immediate concerns about the
safety of a child out of hours or during school
holidays please contact:
Derby Children’s Social Care – Initial Response
Team 01332 641172
Careline out of hours- 01332 786968
Police- 101

Name

Role

Mobile

Email

Keir Mather

Designated Safeguarding & Mental
Health Lead

07885219863

keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk

Karen
Thompson

Deputy Designated Safeguarding
Lead/ Mental Health First Aider

N/A

Karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk

Support for Young People and their Families

Phone

Website

Childline
Free, confidential service where you can talk about
anything you want

0800 1111

www.childline.org.uk

Kooth
Free, anonymous online counselling and support
for young people

Mon – Fri
12pm – 10pm
Sat – Sun
6pm – 10pm

www.kooth.com

CEOP
Reporting online abuse, sexual abuse or consent
Derbyshire NHS - Chat Health
Sexual health, relationships, emotional health,
smoking, drugs and alcohol.

www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
07507 327104 Free

www.chathealth.nhs.uk

NEWS
Microsoft Teams Support
We have created an email address for any students who are
having problems with Microsoft Teams. Please email the
address below for support:
msteams@davinciacademy.co.uk

Dates for your diary:
Any changes to dates and events will be
updated on our website:
January

25

Y9 Parents Evening (Virtual)

February

03

Y11 Parents Evening (Virtual)

February

COVID-19 Notice
During the lockdown period, if
you or anyone in your
household/support bubble tests
positive for COVID-19 please
ensure to contact reception on
01332 831515 to let us know.
Alternatively, please email our
attendance officer: Catherine.wragg@davinciacademy.co.uk

Thank you

12

Last day of Half Term 3

February

22

First day of Half Term 4

March

02

Y8 Parents Evening (Virtual)

March

18

Y7 Parents Evening (Virtual)

Art
Over the last two weeks we have been
using oil pastels to create these colourful
and exciting skulls. This has been a new
process for Y9, working with new media
and working in a completely new way.
What a fantastic result from all those
students that took part in school. A
special shout out to Ethan, Seth and
Morgan for their fantastic versions.
Well done Y9, beautiful work!

Da Vinci’s Got Talent Christmas Special
So, as promised in the last edition of the Newsletter, we can now proudly announce the results of last
term’s DGT CHRISTMAS SPECIAL. It was, as expected, a hard fought contest with a huge amount of talent
on show coupled with a number of standout performances. Obviously, all those taking part were winners;
however, as with all competitions, after the ballots were collected and votes counted a clear favourite
emerged within the school community, with this year’s Da Vinci’s Got Talent overall winner going to one
our exciting younger vocalists, the Year 7 contestant, Trady-Leigh! Runners up were the wonderful Year 11
duo, Amanda and Chloe, with the excellent Jessica claiming third place.
As mentioned in the last edition of the Newsletter, so much talent, so much hard work and so much
enthusiasm culminated in an amazing event which demonstrated how fantastic our students can be when
we work in the Da Vinci One Team way.
So finally, we salute our winners, congratulate all those who took part and thank everyone who made
such a massive effort to make the event happen so successfully.
Well done all. Let’s all look forward to DGT 2021!

SEND SUPPORT AT HOME
We understand that we are not there face to face at the moment for all of the
pupils that we support, but we can arrange a chat and check in on Teams if
you or your child wants to speak to us. Please just email us at
Sophie.mckenzie@davinciacademy.co.uk or
Sylvia.britton@davinciacademy.co.uk
Here are some strategies that you can use at home to support your child if
they feel stressed or anxious or are just not coping at any point during
lockdown, some of these may not work and that is okay:
1) Keep your child in a routine, it is really important to get them up and get
them ready each morning as they would for school. Structure and routine
are good and mentally it gets us ready for the day ahead.
2) If your child is feeling stressed with school work online then you can give
them a break, it is okay to take a break from learning and it is okay to not
complete the work all in one go.
3) Break up the work into smaller chunks and if you can use a visual cue or
now and next board to show them what they have to do. You can create
your own or we can help you make one.
4) If they need it, use a timer to give them a clear start and finish time for
each activity or lesson. You can use online timers, such as the one here https://www.online-stopwatch.com/ or you can buy one online.
5) Make sure that they get some downtime and they get some time to relax.
6) If your child gets angry, then give them some space and allow them to go
somewhere that they feel safe, possibly their bedroom and let them do
something that they like, something that will calm them down.
7) Do not push them to talk about why they are angry or upset until they
are ready to talk. If you push it too quickly then they may have to start
the process of self-regulation again.
8) Provide them with calming/sensory equipment. It can be a simple as a
ball of blue-tack or can be more expensive, such as a sensory cube or
tangle toy. Do let us know at school if you would like us to provide one.
9) If your child needs an overlay in school then they can download the
Colorveil programme to support them whilst they are doing their online
learning and it is free - https://www.aurelitec.com/colorveil/windows
10) Do not struggle alone and ask for help.

