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A message from the Headteacher:

SEND 

Dates for your diary:
Any changes to dates and events will be updated 

on our website:

18
December Last day of Half Term 2 –

1.10 pm finish for all 
students

04
January

INSET Day – staff only

05
January

First day of Half Term 3

Year 11 Remote Parents Evening –
Rescheduled to the end of January after 

mock exams – Date TBC

Wishing all our staff, students and families a very

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

January

11
Year 9 Remote Parents 
Evening

Festive greetings to all our families,

What a term! Thank you for all of your 
support and we send our thoughts and best 
wishes to those who have been directly 
affected by the pandemic.
I could not be more proud of the way that 
everyone has pulled together. School has 
remained open albeit with some bubble 
closures. Whilst tough on the 61 students 
(part Year 8 and part Year 11) who have 

had to isolate more than once, we have to be proud of the fact that 
the majority of students have benefitted from 13 weeks of this 15 
week autumn term. This is a stronger position than many schools 
have found themselves in and a testimony to everyone working hard 
to contain COVID-19. Needless to say, ongoing vigilance with 
handwashing, wearing facemasks and social distancing remain key.
As an academy, we have worked hard to direct resources and support 
for the benefit of our students. From the investment of £8,100 in 
providing individual equipment to all students, to an annual 
investment of over £20,000 in knowledge organisers and a school 
contribution towards 256 Da Vinci branded hoodies we have made 
decisions that always have our students at their heart. 
In addition, I would like to once again acknowledge the supply of 
handmade facemasks by a parent volunteer and their sewing group 
as well as donations for materials totalling £90.50 from other parents 
via the School Gateway app. These gestures together with emails and 
phone messages complementing our team on their hard work and 
support for your children truly make THE difference and I sincerely 
thank you for them.
It only leaves for me to simply wish you all the best for a peaceful and 
relaxing holiday period. This has been a tough year for everyone and 
it is important that if at all possible, we now take some time to 
recharge our batteries before getting ready to go again in 2021.

Festive greetings to all!
Mrs Roberts



The mental health and well being section of 
our website has recently been updated to 

include even more support for students and 
parents. 

We have added:

•COVID 19—Tips for parents
•Beating your worries—resource for students

•Own It App information 

National Online Safety have recently 
published some additional resources for 

parents and carers.  We have added these to 
the safeguarding section of our website under

Safeguarding > Online Safety—Top Tips for 
parents 

Resources include information about:
•Social media platforms such as WhatsApp, Tik

Tok and Snapchat
•Information on livestreaming

•7 conversation topics about online safety

Name Role Mobile Email

Keir Mather Designated Safeguarding Lead 07885219863 keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk

Karen Thompson Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 07907817150 karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk

SAFEGUARDING

Additional safeguarding and mental health information can be 

found on our website

Emergency Contacts – Please can parents/carers ensure we have at least 
three emergency contacts for your child. Please contact the school office 

or Miss Bowstead to update your details.

mailto:keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk
mailto:Karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk


NEWS

We are proud to announce that this academic year (2020/2021) Da Vinci Academy were 
selected to participate in the Holocaust Beacon School project run by the Holocaust 
Education Centre at UCL. We are one of only twenty schools in the country chosen to 
participate in this prestigious teaching and learning programme. Our students will be 
engaging in a programme of projects surrounding the history and memory of the Holocaust. 
We have marked the month of December by running a series of Character sessions on the 
Holocaust with Year 8, 9 and 10 specifically to celebrate the birthday of Leon Greenman; a 
Holocaust survivor who was committed to the commemoration and education on issues 
pertaining to Holocaust memorialisation. We will be marking Holocaust Memorial Day on 
the 27th of January with a series of other events. We are excited to be engaging in the 
variety of the events with all students in the school.

Holocaust Beacon School

Now is the perfect opportunity to update your contact details or your permissions. If your 
contact details have changed, please can you email Miss Bowstead with your changes:

Helen.Bowstead@davinciacademy.co.uk

To update your permissions, simply log onto School Gateway and select the relevant 
permissions.

Contact Details and Permissions

Did you know that you can find email addresses 
for various members of staff on our website!
Just look under the ‘Contact Us’ tab.

Contact Details
Please follow us on Twitter

@davincilead for regular 
news and updates!

Twitter

As you will be aware, the Government will be funding Free School Meals throughout the 
Christmas Holiday period. We are delighted that food and support will be provided to 
eligible families over the festive period and details of this are coming out in the last week of 
term. 

Whilst on the subject of free school meals, breakfast club is up and running so please take 
advantage of this from January 2021!

Free School Meals

Primary School Partners - Christmas Card Competition
Congratulations to Amelia of Chaddesden Park Primary School for 
winning our Christmas Card competition. Your cards are on their way to 
you! Thank you to all students who entered, we wish you all a 
wonderful Christmas with loved ones. We are especially looking 
forward to getting in touch with Year 6 families in the New Year to 
support your transition to DVA next year!

Miss Jandu & Mr Mather

mailto:Helen.Bowstead@davinciacademy.co.uk


CURRICULUM NEWS

Science
In science we teach 3 topics on rotation every term.  From the start of the year until 
the Christmas holidays.  Your children will be learning about the following topics.
Year 7: Cells, The structure of atoms, and Energy
Year 8: Ecology and ecosystems, The Earth and the Atmosphere, and Energy
Year 9: Cells, Atomics structure and the periodic table, and Energy stores
Year 10: Plants, Bioenergetics, Electricity, Quantitative chemistry and Chemical changes
Year 11: Ecology, Hormones, Forces and motion, Organic chemistry and Chemical analysis

What your child is learning:

Extra Curricular Activities:
Boomtown: On Fridays after-school, Year 8’s have the opportunity to get back into a science 
lab for Boom Town Science Club! 
We have had a busy few weeks at science club. In celebration of Bonfire Night we made 
Magnesium and Iron fillings sparklers and investigated what colours different metal ions burn. 
Lily particularly enjoyed this experiment with the burning of Lithium producing her favourite 
result. 
Faith’s favourite experiment involved making copper sulphate crystals by reacting copper 
oxide with acid. This produced some beautiful, bright blue crystals. She enjoyed learning 
about what was happening to the chemicals in the reaction.
We also saw what happened when sugar is dehydrated using concentrated sulphuric acid. The 
results were…interesting to say the least!
We have also copper plated keys, made jelly babies ‘scream’, produced bright green flames by 
burning copper chloride and ethanol, looked at lots of objects under the microscopes and 
watched a demonstration called ‘cannon fire’.

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION

Uniform Direct – Christmas Opening Times



FREE SCHOOL MEALS

The great debate: Christmas Dinner!

Community Club:
Miss Fernandes has started a Community Club, every Wednesday for students in Year 7. Everyone who has 
joined is so passionate about making our school and our immediate surrounding a better place! Whether 
through championing less waste in the classroom, or through small fundraising opportunities for 
organisations outside school, our Year 7s will be busy helping the community.
We are looking forward to making Christmas Boxes to go out to local Food Banks - if you know the name of 
a great Food Bank in Chaddesden or surrounding areas, please get in touch with Miss Fernandes 
Sonia.fernandes@davinciacademy.co.uk

Scientists love a good debate, this week in the science prep room quite an intense debate broke out 
about which was the best part of the Christmas dinner.  Using the template below, vote as a family 
about the best part of the Christmas dinner in the head to heads to find out the overall champion. Let 
us know who wins:

Year 9 and 10 were set an additional challenge with their home learning work to provide us with the best 
pause face of Pete, the YouTube science tutor.  The winner was Dominic and the two runners up were Alicia 
and Harry! Thank you to all who entered.

Pete’s Pause Face:



English
In English this term, our KS3 students have been working extremely hard and we 
are really proud of how well they have coped with our new, extremely challenging 
curriculum.
Year 7
Year 7 have been learning all about the Greek Myths. They have learned the 
stories of Kronos, Prometheus, Pandora and Heracles. They have spent time in

their Monday Challenge lessons learning new vocabulary including words like phenomena, fate, nemesis, 
deposed and heroic. The students have demonstrated excellent focus in their lessons and are able to talk 
confidently about the topics that they have covered.
Year 8
Year 8 have started the year learning about the gothic genre. They have studied Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
Jekyll and Hyde and used this as a springboard into the gothic genre. They have covered some really 
complex concepts like Freud’s id, ego and super-ego and understanding of complex literary devices like 
pathetic fallacy. Year 8 have also developed their vocabulary during their challenge lessons, learning words 
like ambiguous, obscure, preternatural, impetuous and incensed. We are proud of Year 8 as we know that 
this learning will stay with them through their schooling and benefit them into GCSE and beyond.
Year 9
Year 9 have spent this term learning about Tragedy, the origins of Tragedy and Shakespearean tragedy. After 
studying some Aristotle and Seneca in order to develop an understanding where tragedy originated from, 
Year 9 have also studied Shakespeare’s Othello and Hamlet. The students have developed a deep 
understanding of tragedy and these plays and have had the opportunity to expand their vocabulary through 
learning words like hamartia, perepetia, anagnorisis and hubris. What a great start to Year 9 and a great 
way to prepare for their jump to GCSE.
We are really proud of our English curriculum and really proud of how well our students have embraced 
and engaged with their new topics of work. Well done to all of them!

KS3 – What have we been learning in English?

Success

Year 7's have worked 
really hard to produce 
their sweet packaging 

designs this week 
during their D and T 

lessons.

Students from the 
Success Centre have 

been preparing fish in 
the wild - What an 

amazing experience!

ADT



Humanities

GCSE Geography
Students in Year 10 continue to progress through the new AQA GCSE specification 
which we are now following. This term, they have learnt about geographical 
hazards (weather hazards, earthquakes, global warming) and next term, will 
progress to learning about some of the unique environments of the UK (rivers and 
coasts) and abroad (hot deserts and tropical rainforests).

The department is delighted that we are working with an academic mentor next year. She will offer 
intensive input to small groups of GCSE students who have gaps in their knowledge and understanding and 
would benefit from additional help catching up.

Christian Values at Christmas Time
One of the things that we always emphasise in Religious Education lessons is that you don't need to be a 
devout follower to (a) understand about a religion, and (b) empathise with or approve of the views of a 
religion. At Christmas time each year, the team and I do a number of activities where we ask young people 
to reflect upon core Christian values and how, by following them, the world could become a better 
place. These values are as follows:

Humanities Mentoring

The season of goodwill is a great 
time to promote these values in our 

wider community and ask young 
people to actively work towards 

these values in their everyday life.

From my team to yours, I hope you 
have a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.

Matt Harris
Curriculum Leader for Humanities

It is that time of the year where we get chance to enjoy the festive season. We are pleased with how well 
you have managed with all of the changes since returning and carrying on with your learning whether at 
school or at home. You have been so positive with your English, and maths interventions and at social 
times. The mock exams were a new experience this half term and you tried hard with this new experience. 
We'd like to take the opportunity to say how proud we are of all of you across the year groups. You have 
shown how resilient you can be, always trying to do your best. 
We have heard some lovely things about you and what you have 
achieved that you couldn’t do before, for example drawing, trying 
new foods, doing an assessment without warning, taking part in 
group work, reading out loud in class, playing an instrument and 
not giving up when you couldn't answer a question. Over the break
it would be lovely if you could come up with at least 2 New Year’s 
resolutions, they could be about what you could do to help 
someone, what you could do at school to make you achieve what 
you want, or to learn a new skill. If you write them on stars in your 
learning centres, we'd like to see your progress towards your goals. 
We'd like to take the opportunity as a SEND team to once again say 
thank you all and we wish you all a happy Christmas and we look 
forward to seeing you in the new year.

Learning Support



NEWS 
Sportspersons of the week

Da Vinci’s Got Talent Christmas Special!

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
nominated for Sportspersons of the week this half term! 
Jamie – Y10
Karmand – Y10
Bradley – Y10
Alex – Y10
Summer – Y8
Dylan – Y8
Nikodem - Y7
Marcis – Y7

PE

Music
So, we did it! Our DGT event has been successfully completed. The whole school 
community – students, teachers and support staff – have had the unique 
opportunity of virtually viewing this year’s wonderful event. All have voted and the 
winner will be announced soon. Do watch this space in the New Year’s edition for 
the results! So much talent, hard work and enthusiasm culminated in the production 
and this amazing event demonstrates how fantastic our students can be when we
work in the Da Vinci One Team way. The Y10 BTEC music group worked tirelessly, in what were obviously 
very difficult and challenging circumstances, to bring the event together and should feel proud of what 
they have achieved.
This year’s line-up of Kiera, Jessica, Aleshia, Natalja, Pollyanna, Scarlett-Rose, Trady-Leigh, Leighton, 
Kloe, Erin, Natalia, Amanda and Chloe all performed with great poise and professionalism to create a 
forty minute artistic triumph which will be, I am sure, the most talked about happening of the year.
A special mention and thank you goes to Natalia for all her hard work and incredible organisational 
skills. Also to Dominic Fearn, in our I.T. department, for filming and editing the event and overseeing the 
lighting and sound.
Already looking forward to DGT 2021!
Have a safe and restful Christmas - The Music Department

It has been a busy term for all things careers at Da Vinci Academy. We enjoyed our first Inspiration Week 
where students from all year groups engaged in skills and activities to equip them for the future. Year 7 
enjoyed a half day of activities all about University and aspiration. As part of this programme they 
enjoyed a talk from Derby University. Year 8 also enjoyed a talk from Derby University with a focus on 
the different courses you can pursue and what being a student is all about. Year 9 enjoyed an interactive 
day of STEM challenges with iRail. Year 10 worked on their communication skills with Talk the Talk to 
start our Key Stage Four preparation for interviews and college applications. Year 11 engaged in a variety 
of activities run by the wonderful Year 11 team on wellbeing, healthy eating, exercise and revision 
sessions to ensure that students are sustainably engaging in revision and in preparation for college and 
later life. Well done everyone! We are excited for Inspiration Day Two!

Year 11 have also been meeting with representatives from Luminate to receive advice and guidance as 
well as attending virtual college tours hosted in school on Thursday nights.

Careers

“Can I just say how 
amazing you have all 
been in dealing with the 
current pandemic”
- Parent







VACANCIES 

We are looking to recruit 
enthusiastic and motivated 

individuals to join our team! We 
currently have the following 

vacancies:

Please visit our website for more 
details or email 

office@davinciacademy.co.uk

https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/job-
vacancies/

Midday Supervisors

Invigilators

Teaching Assistant (Learning 
Support)

mailto:office@davinciacademy.co.uk
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/job-vacancies/

