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Wednesday 16 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer 
 

Important academy information for all students and families 
 
The focus of this first term of 2020-21 has been ensuring a safe way of operating in school for students 
and staff. Building everyone’s confidence has been key and we are so proud of the way that our Da Vinci 
students, staff and families have worked together as ‘one team’. 
 
The future remains uncertain and we will continue to follow all government and Trust guidance as 
issued. However, going forward I am determined that we do not use the pandemic as an excuse for 
lowering our aspirations both in school and during home learning. All aspects of school need to be at the 
highest standards that we have come to expect and are simply part of the ‘way we do things at Da Vinci 
Academy’.  
 
A summary of important reminders follows this letter and please ensure that your child is prepared for 
the new term. 
 
In addition, I would like to bring the following to your attention: 
 
‘Learning to Achieve’ Classrooms (Disruption Free Part 2) 
 
Please be aware that together with 100% uniform compliance, we will be having a renewed focus on 
classroom learning in January so that our students continue to benefit from good teaching in an 
academic environment.  
 
Please support us with reinforcing the importance of focused learning at school and the responsibility of 
your child in not disrupting others. Our focus will be on rewarding those who do the right thing day in/ 
day out and show good ‘attitudes to learning’. This will ensure that they achieve during their time at Da 
Vinci. 
 
All students have the right to learn without interruption from others. Low level disruption in lessons is 
one of the biggest causes of poor student outcomes in the UK and we will not tolerate it at our school. 
Examples include talking to friends, calling out, shouting across the classroom and general messing 
around. In line with our published behaviour policy, students will be given a ROE (reminder of 
expectation). This gives the child a chance to correct their behaviour. Continued disruption may lead to a 
B point and the child spending a 24-hour period in RTL (Ready to Learn). 
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In addition, and looking ahead to January 2021, the Academy can confirm arrangements as previously 
consulted around the following two aspects: 
 
Mobile phones – due to widespread misuse we strongly feel the need to take a tougher stance for the 
benefit of students and staff alike.  
 
From the first day back in January 2021, all mobile phones, smart watches, headphones and blue tooth/ 
earpieces seen by any member of staff will be confiscated and taken to Reception where they will be 
kept until an adult family member is able to collect. This will be without exception. Following discussion 
with students and staff, we are hoping that it will not be necessary to move to the next step of taking 
phones in at the start of the school day, but we reserve the right to move to this in the future if 
necessary or for any individuals who persist in using their phone during the school day.  
 
Change to Academy week – the earlier finish on a Tuesday will be transferred to Fridays from January 
2021. This allows a consistent school day from Monday to Thursday, which should help with student 
routines and learning. Daily timetables will remain the same.  A copy of daily timings for all year groups 
is included with this letter. 
 
Parent feedback – we are deeply appreciative of all the positive feedback that we receive. However, we 
do know that on occasions, you may have worries or concerns that you wish to raise. Please can I take 
this opportunity to remind everyone of the need to treat staff with respect at all times and I want to be 
clear that the Academy and LEAD Trust will not tolerate abuse of any kind. Please also ensure 
appropriate use of social media with respect direct or indirect reference to the academy, staff and 
students.  
 
Going forward we are looking at setting up a Da Vinci Academy parent social media forum to help with 
two-way communication and feedback. More to follow about this in 2021. Please note that we will be 
looking for parent representatives to ensure a broad set of views and opinions. 
 
Despite the current challenges, we continually strive to ensure our school provides your child with the 
curriculum structure and school day that is broad and balanced, supports their learning needs and 
provides further opportunities to both stretch and challenge them and so provide an outstanding 
educational experience.  
 
Your support will ensure that we can do our job and maximise our support and learning for your children. 
 
Finally, since becoming Headteacher of Da Vinci Academy in January 2018 and together as a community 
and school partnership, we continue to develop an academy that we can all be proud of. Most 
importantly, it is one where our students, your children, don’t only achieve good exam results – they are 
also happy and thrive. Our success is widely recognised and evidenced by both significantly improved 
GCSE outcomes and full year groups in Years 7 and 8. A record number of students have also applied to 
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join our academy in September 2021 and requested Da Vinci Academy as their first choice. This is a 
testimony to all that we are achieving together. 
 
Sincere thanks to you all and our very best wishes for a safe, happy and peaceful festive season. 

 
 
 
 

Mrs Katie Roberts 
Headteacher 
 

Timings of the school day:  

 

 


