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Newsletter

Please note: All students must bring a face mask
and a bottle of water to school each day
Thank you for your continued support

A message from the Headteacher:
Hello to all of our families and students
I hope that this finds you keeping safe and we
send all good wishes to anyone affected directly
by the pandemic.
To date we have manage to keep school open
overall albeit with isolation of some bubbles.
We have amended our isolation policy in line
with national guidelines which should ensure
that only students who have been in contact
with any positive case have to stay at home.
I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that you must
not send your child to school if they or anyone else in the household
have symptoms. Please err on the side of caution and anyone with
symptoms should take a test. In addition, if there has been a positive
covid19 test result then the relevant people must isolate for the full
period and not return to school earlier even if they are feeling well.
This term is always a longer one and made more challenging by fewer
daylight hours. As a school team, we are determined to do all we can to
maintain a positive mind-set and enjoy the build up to the festive
season, whatever it brings. To this effect, we are delighted
to introduce our updated Christmas tree and reindeer that
now adorn our atrium albeit a bit earlier than usual. It is
great to see the smiles that they put on everyone’s faces.
Finally, I would like to thank one of our parents who has
given her time to make reusable (washable) facemasks for
students who need them. This act of generosity and support
is heart-warming among the tough reality of this term.
Please see more information about these face masks in our
newsletter. This together with other numerous positive and
kind messages to staff and our school truly make the
difference.

SEND

Thank you and best wishes to everyone.
Mrs Roberts

Dates for your diary:
Any changes to dates and events
will be updated on our website:
November

30
December

INSET Day – No
students in school
Year 7 and Year 11 Parent

07-11 Check-ins
December

18
January

04

Last day of Half Term 2 –
1.10 pm finish for all
students
INSET Day – No students
in school

January

05

First day of Half Term 3

January

Year 11 Virtual Parents
Evening

07

SAFEGUARDING
The mental health and well being section of
our website has recently been updated to
include even more support for students and
parents.
We have added:
•COVID

19—Tips for parents
•Beating your worries—resource for students
•Own It App information

National Online Safety have recently
published some additional resources for
parents and carers. We have added these to
the safeguarding section of our website under
Safeguarding > Online Safety—Top Tips for
parents
Resources include information about:
•Social media platforms such as WhatsApp, Tik
Tok and Snapchat
•Information on livestreaming
•7 conversation topics about online safety

Emergency Contacts – Please can parents/carers ensure we have at least
three emergency contacts for your child. Please contact the school office
to update your details.

Additional safeguarding and mental health information can be
found on our website
Name

Role

Mobile

Email

Keir Mather

Designated Safeguarding Lead

07885219863

keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk

Karen Thompson

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

07907817150

karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk

GO 4 SCHOOLS MOBILE APP

The GO 4 Schools Mobile app keeps you informed about any of your children who
attend a school that subscribes to GO 4 Schools and ensures you can see how they are
performing at school.
The app currently allows you to:
•

View your child's timetable

•

View your child's attendance

•

View any messages sent to you

As the school moves forward we would like to use this as a useful communication
platform which enables you to interact with your child’s performance at school and see
how your child is doing on a regular basis.

The app is completely free of charge to both parents and students, where the
school has a subscription to the GO 4 Schools App module and can be downloaded
from:

Google Play and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC.
Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in
the U.S. and other countries and regions. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.

How to use the app
To use the app, we need to have your email address to be able to link your child’s
data to the app. If we don’t have your email address or you have updated your
email address, please contact Miss Bowstead.
The app is very intuitive to use, but full instructions and a FAQ section can be found
on the school website. If neither of these help, please do contact Miss Bowstead
who will be happy to help.

FACE MASKS
Face Masks and Donations – please help!
Since the start of lockdown, our school has spent over £3,100 on facemasks. This level of funding is not
sustainable without impacting on spend elsewhere in school. Supporting students who have genuinely lost a face
mask is not a problem. However, some students are using them as a disposable item and in some cases, several
times in a day. In addition, they are discarded as rubbish which is not good for the environment.

A local parent and their sewing group are volunteering to make reusable fabric masks for the students and staff at
school and we require donations to cover the cost of materials. These face masks will be quarantined, steam
sterilised and sealed before being given to children in school who do not have their own. The first face mask will
be provided free of charge and after that, parents will be asked to contribute to the cost. It goes without saying
that we do not want to see these fantastic (and more comfortable!) fabric masks thrown on the floor.
Please note that a ‘donation button’ has been established on the School Gateway app with a suggested minimum
donation of £1. All donations will go towards purchase of materials for this very generous and kind venture.
PLEASE DONATE if you can.
In addition, if any parent would like to volunteer to help make masks then please contact reception to arrange
collection of a fabric pack with the pattern and instructions.
Sincere thanks to this brilliant group of volunteers who will make a real difference and THANK YOU in anticipation
of any help that you in turn can also give. Every donation, however small will help towards us all keeping safe and
looking after each other.

YEAR GROUP NEWS
Student Leaders!
The Year 7 Student Leadership Team met with Mr Mather last
week to discuss their transition to secondary school and how
they have found their first half term here with us at Da Vinci
Academy. We are so proud of our Year 7 leaders for sharing
views maturely and showing such enthusiasm in making their
school the best that it can be. They are active leaders in the classroom and lead
by example throughout their daily lives at school. Special mention to Meah H
and Harry G who have been conducting research amongst staff to feedback to
Mrs Roberts and the Senior Leadership Team. They are
approaching this role with such dedication and
representing Year 7 students in the best way possible.
What a way to start their DVA Adventure - long may it
continue!

Year 7

Jane D, George V, Meah H, Harry G, Callum C, Scarlett A, Marcis A , Jace-Lee S,
Leighrna B, Ayah A, Scarlette F and Molly S.

Year 8
Year 8 Leader
Board
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

8S
8P
8I
8R
8A
8E

810907
454964
137798
129389
35402
25110

Hello Year 8,
What an unusual few weeks we have had! As I
write this, we are preparing for Y8 to return
from a period of isolation. I have to say, they
have responded to this extremely well - there
has been some amazing work being done at
home and many students have engaged well
with the fun tasks and competitions we have
set for them too! I am so proud of the way they
have responded and taken responsibility for
their own learning during this time!
On their return, they will notice some changes
around the school - Christmas has definitely
arrived at Da Vinci! I am looking forward to
planning some Christmas activities with the
Year 8 tutor team over the next few weeks.
Mrs Sisson

Thank you to all those students who have sent work in for their teachers to see. Here
are just a few special mentions from staff:
A special mention to Lewis H who
has completed all of his food work
and sent it back to me as soon as he
had completed it!
Miss Quinn
Caelan has been learning
to play the digeridoo
during lockdown. Thank
you for sharing the
photos, Caelan. They put a
smile on my face 😊
Miss Wilmot
Isabelle B, thank you for
all the work you have
sent in.
Miss Hargreaves

Miss Russell has LOADS of special mentions for the work she
has been sent:
Finley W – who has kept focused on his work
Corey S – for working well
Leo P – for his hard work
Ali A - who made sure he got on to Home Learning (Ms
Russell can’t wait to see your work!)
Caelan W– persistence in the face of adversity and loving
Maths
Finally, Henry C, Faith C, Ryan M, Christopher L, Dylan N,
Arnas C, Lilly-Mae C, Alfie B – advocates for keeping safe on
the internet
Great work and well done 😊

Thank you Shahab K
and Lucas W for the
work you have sent me.
Miss Kay

Kian S, great work
completed, especially
your work about Mr Hyde.
Mrs McKenzie

Shahab K has
sent me lots of
work, thank you.
Miss Sullivan

I loved seeing French work from Demi-Louise H,
Alfie B and Caelan W!
Miss Jandu

Remember, whether you are at home
or in school, your Achievement Team
are always available if you need them

AL email address:
Judith.sisson@davinciacademy.co.uk
AAL email address:
Hannah.wilmot@davinciacademy.co.uk

Hello Year 9,
On the whole, Year 9 have had a great start to the
academic year. Supporting each other, supporting
staff and others within the community. We
couldn’t be more proud.
We are going into the final weeks of the autumn
term where there are going to be a number of
Christmas events and activities. This is also the
time you must start to really think about the
choices you might make next term with regards to
your GCSE options. More information about your
options will be provided on your return. In the
meantime, Unifrog is a fantastic resource you can
access from home to support your choices.
Miss Bradshaw

Year 9
Remember, whether you are at home or in school,
your Achievement Team are always available if you
need them:
AL email address:
Kim.Bradshaw@davinciacademy.co.uk
AAL email address:
Hannah.Wilmot@davinciacademy.co.uk

Thank you to all those students who have sent work in for their teachers to see. Here are
just a few special mentions from staff:
Thank you to the following
students for their submitted
work:
Connor L, Keira D, Moragan
W, Alicia G, Jess G & Ethan B
Ms McIlroy
Dylan N, for sending in work
completed to a very high
standard.
Miss Fernandes

Special mention to Harry H for
sending work on multiple
occasions. Also, Jaylee M for
asking questions when she needs
to and emailing with her work.
Miss Hargreaves
I have had lots of Y9 students
who have been independently
working on their weapons
project. These students are:
Connor L, Harry H, Aaron O,
Ethan B, Julia C, Erica A, Leighton
S and Natalja.
Miss Kay

Special mention to Jess G
and Dom M in 9S who both
emailed Mr Smith with
results and photos from a
practical PE session.
Well done to both of
them.... Great effort, and
great results from their
exercise! 🙂
Mr Smith

Home Learning Challenge for Year 9 and Year 10
Hopefully you have enjoyed learning with the help of “Awkward Blue Screen Guy”, we call him Pete in the
science department. Hopefully while watching the videos you’ve been pausing them to answer the
questions on the work sheets. We want to see Pete’s best “pause screen” faces. One entry per person
emailed to Mr Dziombak at oliver.dziombak@davinciacademy.co.uk. The science department will judge all
entries and a prizes will be available for first place and the two best runners up!
Here’s our best so far to help you know what we’re looking for:

Year 10
This week we have challenged the
Year 10 students to perform as
many acts of kindness towards
both their peers and teachers.
The top three pupils in each tutor
will be rewarded with some
exciting treats next week!
Here at DVA we are extremely excited to announce that alongside Duke of
Edinburgh, the PE department are also offering pupils the opportunity to
complete the Sports Leaders Award.
A qualification in Sports Leadership will help you learn and demonstrate
important life skills such as effective communication and organisation
whilst learning to lead basic physical activities to younger people and their
peers.
The course involves both guided & peer-to-peer learning and supervised
leadership to ensure that learners have all the skills they need to lead
basic physical activities to other people.

On Wednesday 11th November we held a virtual
Remembrance Day service for all pupils at DVA.

This is just a polite reminder
to ensure your
son/daughter comes to
school with a face mask. If
they lose it during the
school day they must go to
the office to get one!

Year 10 were an absolute credit to the academy
as they sat and listened in silence, showing
respect to everyone around them and paying
their respects to all those people that have paid
the ultimate sacrifice in protecting and saving our
country!

#keepingeveryonesafe

Well done Year 10, I am so very proud of you!

Trips – Success students have been taking weekly
PE
Department
trips to learn about Bushcraft. Activities have
included building a camp fire, cooking bread and
“smores”, building dens and forest tools.

Success

Climbing trip – Success students who had spent 4 weeks learning
how to climb within the indoor climbing centre put their skills to
the test in the Yorkshire Peak District.
KS3 students have been
making cakes and
enjoyed carving
Halloween pumpkins.
In D&T, KS3 Success students have been
working really hard to build a working
robotic arm made from recycled
cardboard, syringes, and tie wraps. The
aim of the project is to develop an
understanding of robotics and their wider
use in the workplace. Once complete the
robotic arm will use the power of
pneumatics to lift and move an object.

NEWS
PE Department – Sportspersons of the week
Each week from Monday 21st September, each member of the PE
department has nominated a student who they feel in their lessons
has made a real positive contribution since the beginning of the
academic year. It may be for high levels of effort or engagement, skill
levels or even regular attendance at our Extra-Curricular programme
after school each day.
Each winner receives a certificate, a gold medal and a cup of Hot
Chocolate with the PE department on a Friday lunchtime that week.

Year 11 winners were named on Friday 23rd October, well
done to all these students!
All the weekly winners will then be placed into a prize draw, with 1
male and 1 female student being drawn out. These students will
receive a £10 JD Sports Voucher each!

DGT Christmas Special!
Y10 Music Btec students have been working hard since September, in challenging times, to put together
this year’s event. The show will obviously be a little different this time round with the competition being
recorded then streamed within school to Tutor groups in the last week of term.
All students will have an opportunity to vote for their choice of best act with the winners being
announced at the end of that week.
So, watch this space and let's wish lots of luck to all those taking part and say a big thank you to the
Y10’s for working so hard! - The Music Department

(https://www.facebook.com/TOGS.childrensclothes)
TOGS is a Derby-based clothing charity for children. If your family needs any children’s clothes for
ages 0-16, please email the age, gender (if you wish) and what items in particular you need to
katelomas@davinciacademy.co.uk.
The charity has had many donations this year and is looking to support as many families as it can.
This is an excellent way to help each other out during difficult times and to recycle good, quality
clothes.

LITERACY

Would you like to take part in a book club with the staff in school? If you
would like to register your interest, please e mail me on the e mail below for
more information.
For more information on anything within the Literacy and Reading newsletter,
please contact the following:

victoria.roberts@davinciacademy.co.uk

How your child learns key vocabulary in Da Vinci Academy lessons:

VACANCIES

We are looking to recruit
enthusiastic and motivated
individuals to join our team! We
currently have the following
vacancies:
Midday Supervisors

Invigilators
L2 Qualified Learning Support
Assistant

Teacher of English (Maternity)
Please visit our website for more
details or email
office@davinciacademy.co.uk
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/jobvacancies/

COMMUNITY NOTICE

Important Information regarding E-Scooters
Please can you make all students and parents aware of this important information regarding E-Scooters.

The simple message is no privately-owned E-Scooters are allowed to be used ANYWHERE other than on
private land that has no general public access and with the landowner’s permission. We do not wish EScooters to be purchased in good faith by parents under the mistaken belief that they can be used as a
road legal form of transport. We also want anyone who owns one to be aware of the rules and not use
them outside of what the law allows.
If riders are caught riding one and they end up getting points on their licence (possibly before they actually
get it) it could also affect their ability to get insurance.
Below are useful questions and answers that may help explain our message:
I’ve just bought an E-Scooter. Can I use it during the Derby E-Scooter Trial?
No. All E-Scooters are classed as ‘motor vehicles’ under the Road Traffic Act regardless of whether or not
they are part of the trial. All E-Scooter riders are subject to traffic legislation, drink and drug drive laws etc.
The crucial difference is that the Government exempted certain legal restrictions to allow the use of hired EScooters on roads. These E-Scooters are provided solely as part of the trial and can only be obtained via the
operator for Derby City, a company called WIND. Only E-Scooters provided as part of the trial can be used on
roads in line with pedal cycles. They should stand out as they are painted yellow.
E-Scooters used in the trial are programmed with both ‘no go’ and ‘go slow’ functionality to help safeguard
proper use. The law is clear in that retailers can sell E-Scooters but they cannot be sold for use on the roads,
only on private land with permission.
What about buying my child an E-Scooter so they can travel to and from school?
Don’t. Not only is there the road safety risk, doing so could mean the rider is stopped by police and
unknowingly commits offences and risks penalty points either on their current licence if they have one or
future licence when they obtain one. The only way a privately owned E-Scooter can be used is on private land
with permission and then no driving documents are required. Many E-Scooters have a maximum speed of
15.5 mph which can put other road users at risk particularly pedestrians.
What happens if I use my own E-Scooter on the roads anyway?
Simple – the rider risks police action for no driving licence, insurance (£300 fine and 6 penalty points), vehicle
not registered/no registration number, construction and use offences to name a few……. so please don’t risk
breaking the law and getting points and a fine.
How will Derbyshire Constabulary deal with E-Scooter riders?
Police officers will be engaging with people to improving awareness but E-Scooter riders who knowingly or
persistently break the law will be dealt with appropriately.

Where do I find out more information?
Check out the Derby City Council Website or the GOV.UK Website. Know the law before purchasing or using
one.

