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Friday 23 October 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer 
 
Important information for all students and families 
 
Following lockdown, the focus of this half term at the start of a new school year has been ensuring a safe return 
to school for students and staff. Building everyone’s confidence has been key and we are delighted to get to our 
October break having completed a full half term for all year groups.  
 
Now that everyone is familiar with our COVID-19 related changes, it is time to raise our game once more and 
return all aspects of school to the high standards that are simply part of the ‘way we do things at Da Vinci’.  
 
As a result, please action the following and ensure that your child is prepared for the second half of the autumn 
term and to take us through to Christmas: 
 
1 COVID-19 Compliance - The Academy Governing Body are clear about the importance of this and will 
themselves take action with those who continue to flaunt the rules which are non negotiable and in place to keep 
everyone safe. 
 
Facemasks – these continue to be mandatory in all corridors and inside communal areas such as our Atrium. 
Unless your child has a medical exemption and wears a sunflower lanyard, please ensure that your child has a 
facemask and reinforce the need for them to wear it over their mouth and nose.  
 
‘Bubbles’ – students must NOT mix with students in other year group bubbles or enter other year group areas and 
corridors. 
 
School bags – every student must have a school bag with them every day. 
 
2 Uniform - Thank you to the majority of families who ensure their child wears the correct uniform and adheres to 
the jewellery policy. 
 
As part of our COVID-19 risk assessment, students with PE on their timetable should continue to wear PE kit to 
school on those days only. As per our policy including with PE kit, ONLY Academy hoodies, school jumpers and/ or 
blazers are allowed along with dark navy or black joggers. Any items of non school uniform must not be worn 
under any circumstances.  
 
*** As a special offer, Da Vinci hoodies are available at a school subsidised price of £10 until the end of 
November 2020 after which they will retail at the usual price of £17. This special price of £10 is limited to one 
hoodie per student and they are available for parents/ carers to purchase via the School Gateway app *** 
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As the weather gets colder, please be reassured that classrooms will be maintained at reasonable working 
temperatures with appropriate ventilation to avoid stale air. Coats are not therefore required inside. 
 
Jewellery – two plain stud earrings and one watch only. No other jewellery including tongue and nose studs. 
 
Make up – natural look only. No false nails, nail varnish or false eyelashes. 
 
Hair colour/ style – natural colour only and no shaved styles 
 
3 Equipment - The Academy invested £8,100 in providing all students with equipment and calculators in 
September. Students must replace any lost items and these will be available for students from Reception at the 
start of the school day. Taking responsibility for having the right equipment not only develops independence and 
organisation skills but it reduces disruption in lessons and therefore maximises learning time for all. 
 
4 Knowledge Organisers - Thanks to everyone for your support in implementation. These have had a significant 
impact on embedding critical knowledge and developing homework habits. Students requiring help can access this 
through daily Study Support sessions at the end of the school day or via the relevant learning centre as 
appropriate to each child. The Knowledge Organiser and self quizzing booklets should BOTH be brought to school 
every day. 
 
5 Breakfast Club – I am pleased to confirm that this will resume after half term at 8.15am for Years 8 and 10 or 
8.35am for Years 7, 9 and 11. Please be aware that breakfast club is part of our free school meal offer so we hope 
that, as many students as possible who are eligible will take advantage of this. 
 
6 Parents’ Evenings – Due to COVID-19 we are trialling a remote version with Year 11s in December and as per 
separate communications to parents of Year 11 students. If successful, we will roll out this approach across other 
year groups in the Spring Term. Many schools are taking this approach so we are optimistic about the possibilities. 
 
7 Parent Feedback – we are deeply appreciative of all the positive feedback that we receive. However, we do 
know that on occasions, you may have worries or concerns that you wish to raise. Please can I take this 
opportunity to remind everyone of the need to treat staff with respect at all times and I want to be clear that the 
Academy and LEAD Trust will not tolerate abuse of any sort. Please also ensure appropriate use of social media 
with respect direct or indirect reference to the academy, staff and students. 
 
Despite the current challenges, we continually strive to ensure our school provides your child with the curriculum 
structure and school day that is broad and balanced, supports their learning needs and provides further 
opportunities to both stretch and challenge them and so provide an outstanding educational experience.  
 
Your support with all of the above will ensure that we can do our job and maximise our support and learning for 
your children. 
 
Finally, and looking ahead to January 2021, the Academy is reviewing two aspects: 
 
Proposal: Mobile phones – these continue to cause significant disruption in school, distraction in lessons and on 
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occasions, upset between students. Phones have also been used to record and take pictures of students and staff 
alike. This is inappropriate for many reasons. Large amounts of time are spent managing this and it can lead to 
unnecessary friction. We have strived to make the current system work but due to widespread misuse we strongly 
feel the need to take a stronger stance for the benefit of students and staff alike.  
 
From the start of January 2021, consideration was given to a total ban of phones on site and as per some other 
schools. However, we know and understand that students having access to phones on their way to and from 
school is important to many. It is therefore proposed that students hand in phones at the start of the school day. 
They will be kept securely and returned at the end of the school day in a similar way to the national approach 
around GCSE exams. I have spoken with several parents about this idea and all have given their full support 
agreeing that students do not need their phones during the school day. 
 
Proposal: School week – it is proposed that the earlier finish on a Tuesday is transferred to Fridays from January 
2021. This allows a consistent school day from Monday to Thursday, which should help with student routines and 
learning. Daily timetables will remain the same. 
 
If you would like to submit any support for, or feedback about, either of these proposed changes or have any 
questions or queries with regards to them, please contact me at Da Vinci via email (office@davinciacademy.co.uk) 
with the subject title ‘January 2021’, before 4pm on Thursday 5th November. 
 
Finally and since becoming Headteacher of Da Vinci Academy in January 2018, my team and I have worked 
tirelessly to drive forward school improvement in order to ensure that your child is provided with every possible 
opportunity to achieve their very best. Our success is widely recognised and evidenced by both significantly 
improved GCSE outcomes and full year groups in Years 7 and 8.  
 
We also know that we cannot achieve all that we want to on our own. Your support as parents/ carers is critical 
and your overwhelmingly positive endorsements mean so much to all of us. Together as a community and school 
partnership, we continue to develop an academy that we can all be proud of. Most importantly, it is one where 
our students, your children, don’t just do well – they are happy and thrive.  
 
My team and I look forward to your feedback and remain deeply appreciative of your valued and continued 
support. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Mrs Katie Roberts 
Headteacher 
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