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A message from the Headteacher:

Please note: All students must bring a face mask 
and a bottle of water to school each day

Thank you for your continued support

SEND – Supporting Students through 
Bubbles!

SEND 

Mrs Sophie McKenzie
SENDCo

sophie.mckenzie@davinciacademy.co.uk

Mrs Sylvia Britton
Deputy SENDCo

sylvia.britton@davinciacademy.co.uk

In these times of change, we have adapted our Learning Support 
provision. To enable support to continue we have three Learning 
Centres open fulltime – here we deliver interventions, mentoring, 
knowledge organiser support, lunch time and break time activities. 
We continue to support students as needs arise. 

We have a team of fourteen Learning Support Assistants who work, 
with specific year groups, throughout the bubbles. 

Please remember, even though we can’t offer our usual coffee 
morning catch ups, we are just at the end of the phone or an email. 

Please read our Parent Letter in conjunction with this Newsletter. 
Both documents have been emailed to all parents/ carers and are 

available on our website. Thank you.

Greetings to all our families and students
Please take time to read the parents/ carers letter which is being sent along with this 
newsletter. It contains important information and reminders of our expectations of all 
students which we will be ensuring are in place in full after half term. School is a much 
happier place for those students who wear their uniform correctly, do not distract 
others in lessons or talk over the teacher and complete all work set. It really is that 
simple!
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our amazing staff team who have worked to ensure that 
school feels as normal as possible whilst pushing forward with our aspirations for the curriculum and 
learning.
Thank you also to you all for your support in this most unusual of starts to a new school year. As always 
we send our thoughts to those families who have been affected by the ongoing pandemic.
With my very best wishes to everyone for a peaceful half term - Mrs Roberts
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The mental health and well being section of 
our website has recently been updated to 

include even more support for students and 
parents. 

We have added:

•COVID 19—Tips for parents
•Beating your worries—resource for students

•Own It App information 

National Online Safety have recently 
published some additional resources for 

parents and carers.  We have added these to 
the safeguarding section of our website under

Safeguarding > Online Safety—Top Tips for 
parents 

Resources include information about:
•Social media platforms such as WhatsApp, Tik

Tok and Snapchat
•Information on livestreaming

•7 conversation topics about online safety

Name Role Mobile Email

Keir Mather Designated Safeguarding Lead 07885219863 keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk

Karen Thompson Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 07907817150 karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk

SAFEGUARDING

Additional safeguarding and mental health information can be 

found on our website

Emergency Contacts – Please can parents/carers ensure we have at least 
three emergency contacts for your child. Please contact the school office 

to update your details.
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YEAR 11 NOTICES

Virtual College Open Evenings! 

Mock Exam Reminder

Y11 Virtual Parents Evening
Due to COVID-19, all college open evenings are 
going to be virtual this year.

With this in mind, we are going to 
hold 'Popcorn and Post 16 Evenings' at school 
(on the days mentioned below) giving Year 11 
students the opportunity to watch these Open 
Evenings live, with a chance to ask questions 
and receive support with the application 
process. Open evenings are listed below:

Joseph Wright - Thursday 22nd October
Broomfield - Wednesday 4th November
Roundhouse- Thursday 12th November
Ilkeston - Thursday 26th November
Bilborough College - Still to be confirmed
Leesbrook Skills Academy - Still to be 
confirmed
Kirk Hallam Sixth Form - Still to be confirmed
Confetti - Thursday 26th November
Juniper - Still to be confirmed

Following on from this, school will 
also be open to Year 11 students 
every Thursday in November from 
4.15 to 5pm to support with Post 16 
options and applications.

November mock exams will be going ahead as 
planned. These will take place the week 
commencing the 9th November and 16th

November in school. I am sure that you will all 
appreciate the importance of these internal 

exams for both identification of student learning 
at this stage and collection of evidence in case it 
was required to supplement grade allocation for 

next year.

Y11 virtual parents evening will be held on 
Tuesday 8th December - further details to follow.

GCSE Exams
As you may have heard from announcements on 
Monday 12th October 2020, GCSE Exams will be 

going ahead in the summer term of this 
academic year. Most exams will now start week 

commencing 7th June 2021 (first week back after 
the Summer Half Term) and will finish on 2nd

July 2021. 

GCSE exam results day will be on Friday 27th

August 2021.

Exam boards are now planning the exam series 
and we will inform you of further dates and 

information as they are released.



CURRICULUM AREA NEWS

Maths

A warm welcome to the Mathematics Department!

Focus on Year 7 and Year 8
New to 2020 – We are following the WRM (White Rose Maths) 
scheme of learning to build on the concepts learned at Primary 
School. This month’s focus is the use of the bar model and the 
fact family to solve equations. 
Have a go at the fact family here: 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/number-facts/number-fact-families
Examples for both addition and multiplication are below:

I’m Ms Cruise, the new Curriculum Leader for Mathematics at 
Da Vinci Academy. 

Even though I have only been here for 7 weeks, it feels like I 
have always been here. The staff and students definitely give 
you the ‘one team’ feeling!

Addition Multiplication Mathematical Challenge

Achievement in Maths
To celebrate the success of 

students within mathematics 
we will be giving out 

certificates and  

HegartyMaths
HegartyMaths is like having a 
Maths teacher in your phone or 
other internet device; you have 
lessons and questions ready for 
when you are.

There are many aspects of 
maths and these are broken 
down into small chunks to 
allow you to take notes, digest 
and then attempt the questions 
to test your knowledge. These 
chunks will be set based on 
what you have been taught in 
lesson; but the full catalogue is 
available through the search 
facility in the app. Let your 
curiosity run wild with key 
words and you may discover 
aspects of Maths that have yet 
to be accessed.

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/number-facts/number-fact-families


In English this term, students in Years 7 and 8 have been taking part in both 
creative writing and journalism club. We are incredibly proud of the students and 

the work that they have produced. Please see some of this below. 

In creative writing club with Miss Watson, Year 
7 students were challenged to write a response 

to the elusive Harris Burdick's weird and 
wonderful images. Afterwards, they wrote a 

follow up using captions and sentence starters. 
Here's Luke L's response to the image' Oscar 

and Alphonse'. I am so pleased with the 
students’ work in creative writing club. They 

have some great ideas!

Journalism Club is an amazing 
club! You learn about different 
ways to make newspapers and 

what types of newspapers 
there are. You watch videos 
about journalism and then 

write your own articles. I have 
included one of my most 

recent articles below. 

Let’s Not Judge People!

Would you like it if you were judged?

If you are wondering why we shouldn’t judge people, it might be that they are having problems at 
home. One reason why you shouldn’t judge people is that you could hurt them. You would be the one 

to get the blame for it. You need to think about the possible consequences of your actions.

All you have to remember is to just focus on yourself and keep positive vibes. Don’t judge others unless 
they ask for your opinion. For example, I wear my mask in class because of my brother, who has a life-
limiting condition. I would do anything to keep him alive. If you were me, you would wear your mask, 

wouldn’t you? 

So please keep your opinions to yourself! The most important thing is to be respectful towards each 
other because you can never understand what someone else is going through. 

By Evie K

English
Creative Writing Club Journalism Club

You can never bite off too much as HegartyMaths will signpost you to the chunks that are required prior to 
diving into a new chunk. The student dashboard shows you which chunks have been assigned but also there 
are 950 separate chunks in there for you to discover.

Sometimes the answer to the question may be your lucky number, but maths teachers always want to see 
your working out. Writing out the notes from the video and then the working out to each question in the 
chunk will help with the methodology but also stop you from holding all that information in your working 
memory – that is effort.

Slowly your doughnut will have a greater amount of percentage complete which will give you an enormous 
sense of gratification – just like hitting levels in Fortnite (I’m told).

If you can’t remember your password, you can ask for a reset from your teacher or Ms A Russell.

Your maths teacher will be aware of the work that you have completed that they have set, the time you have 
taken to watch the HegartyMaths video, the attempts you have made on each question and each chunk. You 
are able to send comments in to your teacher on each question or chunk to ask for advice and they will 
respond.

If you have tried to log into HegartyMaths making sure you have typed “Da Vinci” as your school, with your 
name and date of birth and still can’t access the app, please email anna.russell@davinciacademy.co.uk. Your 
name is your legal name, but I too have to start mistyping my date of birth.

When just one hour of dedicated maths isn’t enough, you can turn to Mr Hegarty.

mailto:anna.russell@davinciacademy.co.uk


Science

What your students are learning

The great 
debate: 
Crisps!

In science we teach 3 topics on rotation every term.  From the start of the year until the 
Christmas holidays.  Your children will be learning about the following topics.
Year 7: Cells, the Structure of Atoms, and Energy
Year 8: Ecology and Ecosystems, the Earth and the Atmosphere, and Energy
Year 9: Cells, Atomics Structure and the Periodic Table, and Energy Stores
Year 10: Plants, Bioenergetics, Electricity, Quantitative Chemistry and Chemical Changes
Year 11: Ecology, Hormones, Forces and Motion, Organic Chemistry and Chemical 
Analysis

Boomtown: On Fridays after-school Year 8’s have the opportunity to get back into a 
science lab for Boom Town Science Club! They will have the opportunity to do some 
amazing experiments such as making blue copper sulfate crystals and extracting DNA 
from fruit. They will also see exciting demos such as the dragon's breath, elephant's 

toothpaste, the barking dog, the thermite reaction and much more!

Community club: Miss Fernandes has started a Community Club, every Wednesday, for 
students in Year 7. Everyone who has joined is so passionate about making our school 

and our immediate surrounds a better place! Whether through championing less waste 
in the classroom, or through small fundraising opportunities for organisations outside 

school, our Year 7’s will be busy helping the community.
We are looking forward to making Christmas Boxes to go out to local Food Banks - if you 
know the name of a great Food Bank in Chaddesden or surrounding areas, please get in 

touch with Miss Fernandes at sonia.fernandes@davinciacademy.co.uk

STEM: Keep an eye out for the STEM newsletter in your school email inbox.  There will 
be lots of interesting information about the latest news and careers in science and 

technology, as well as science experiments you can try at home!

Extra Curricular Activities

Scientists love a good 
debate, this week in the 
science prep room quite 
an intense debate broke 
out about which are the 

best crisps.  Using the 
template below, vote as 
a family about the best 

type of crisp in the head 
to heads to find out the 
overall champion. Let us 

know who wins!

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

1st Scott-Thomas B Angel S Leighton S Amar B Matin B

2nd Molly S Ethan D Jess G Roshveen M Divine N

3rd Jorjamae D Summer G Liam C Mia P David Z

Top A-Points in Science during September!

mailto:sonia.fernandes@davinciacademy.co.uk


This year Da Vinci Academy are delighted to be participating in the Holocaust 
Beacon School project. We have had a busy start to the year with staff from all of 
our departments participating in training on the Holocaust. Following the 
successful launch of the scheme in September our programme of events available 
for students and families to participate in will be rolling out after the half term 
break.

Holocaust Beacon School

I am a place studied in 
GCSE geography. I am the 

name of a country, an 
island and a city. Where 

am I?

Humanities

Test your knowledge of 
European capital cities!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/qu
izzes/top-class-european-

capital-cities?collection=top-
class-quizzes

Recommended 
Quizzing

Recommended 
Viewing

c
Recommended Viewing:

Netflix has recently launched a new 
documentary which contains useful 

knowledge for many of our geography 
units: David Attenborough: A Life on 

our Planet.

A thought to 
ponder:

MFL

Madame Jandu and Madame Heltorp have been delighted to welcome our 
fantastic students back into their French lessons this half-term. Year 7 have been 

making a fabulous start: although many haven’t learnt French before, they are 
already producing quality pieces of writing introducing themselves and giving 
opinions about their likes and dislikes. Year 8 have started the year learning 

about media (film, TV, the internet, etc.) and Year 9 have been working hard on 
their tenses: past, present and future. Year 10 have made a strong start to the 
GCSE course, starting with the theme of ‘Identity and Culture’ and Year 11 have 

been practising GCSE questions on the topic of holidays. For more detail on what 
your child has been learning, ask to see their Knowledge Organiser (see picture 

example below). You could even give them a little quiz on their French, by 
reading out the English side and seeing if they can remember the French 

translation.

Thank you to everyone that’s auditioned for the Da Vinci 
Christmas Concert. 

If you would like to be involved but didn’t make the 
deadline please email

andrew.clarke@davinciacademy.co.uk
with a short video of your performing your act.

Music

Christmas Concert Auditions

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/quizzes/top-class-european-capital-cities?collection=top-class-quizzes
mailto:andrewclarke@davinciacademy.co.uk


PE Department 
Mr T Smith - Curriculum Leader of Physical Education 
(tim.smith@davinciacademy.co.uk)
Mr C Thompson (callum.Thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk) 
Mrs M Howe (michelle.stafford@davinciacademy.co.uk)
Miss C Reay (charlotte.reay@davinciacademy.co.uk) 
Mr S Mellors (steve.mellors@davinciacademy.co.uk) 
Miss G Tyers (gemma.tyers@davinciacademy.co.uk)
Please e-mail any concerns you may have regarding PE to Mr Smith.

PE

Each week from Monday 21st September, each member of the PE department has 
nominated a student who they feel in their lessons has made a real positive contribution 

since the beginning of the academic year. It may be for high levels of effort or 
engagement, skill levels or even regular attendance at our Extra-Curricular programme 

after school each day.

Each winner receives a certificate, a gold medal and a cup of Hot Chocolate with the PE 
department on a Friday lunchtime that week.

Congratulations to all our winners so far this half term!

Year 11 winners will be named on Friday 23rd October.

All the weekly winners will then be placed into a prize draw, with 1 male and 1 female 
student being drawn out. These students will receive a £10 JD Sports Voucher each!

Da Vinci Academy PE Department 
Sportspersons of the Week

September – October Half Term 2020

Staff

mailto:tim.smith@davinciacademy.co.uk
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PE Department 

ADT

Food and Nutrition

Year 10 Food and Nutrition students have been practising their key 
practical skills this half term including shortcrust, puff and choux 
pastry and different types of bread making. Students are gaining 
confidence in the kitchen and working more independently- here 

are some of the fantastic focaccia bread designs!

Students are learning about scale modeling and 
following a brief when designing a product. So far Year 9 
have been making a theatre set prototype in response to 

a particular scene in the Woman In Black.
Made by Shahadath and Didan from 9A.

Scale Modeling

A fantastic range of portraits are underway from some very talented Year 
9 students. We have been looking at portraiture over the last few weeks 

and the students have produced some amazing responses.
Well done to Liam, Natalja, and Jodie who’s portraits are featured below! 

Portraiture



Virtual Open Evening

CHOOSING YOUR SECONDARY SCHOOL?

We are delighted that you want to find out more about Da Vinci 
Academy. Maybe you are thinking about joining us in 

September 2021? Our website has lots of information for Year 6 
students and their parents, follow this link to find out more: 
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/welcome-to-da-vinci-

academy/

Our virtual open evening has been a huge success! If you haven’t yet had a chance to 
look around our micro site, it is still live and available via the link below:

https://www.exploredavinci.org/

Well done to all the students who have 
completed their CAT and GL Assessments over 
the last few weeks. They have been done really 

well!

https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/welcome-to-da-vinci-academy/
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VACANCIES 

Midday 
Supervisors!

We are looking to recruit 
enthusiastic and motivated 

individuals to join our 
team of Midday 

Supervisors!  

Please visit our website for 
more details or email 

office@davinciacademy.co.uk
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/job-

vacancies/

mailto:office@davinciacademy.co.uk
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