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A message from the Headteacher:

Please note: All students must bring a face mask 
and a bottle of water to school each day

Thank you for your continued support

New Website!
We are pleased to announce the launch of our new website!

Our website is one of the main ways we communicate with parents and carers so please 
keep checking back as we regularly update notices and important information. 

You can access our new website here: www.davinciacademy.co.uk

Please contact school if you have any feedback about our website – We would love to 
hear what you think and if there are any ways we could improve it!

Welcome to a new Da Vinci school year to all our families and 
students!

I would like to start by thanking each and every one of you for your 
support in our eagerly anticipated return to school. Complete with 
face masks, bubbles, staggered breaks, year group areas and lots of 
hand sanitiser, staff and students have been fantastic. Our young
people never cease to amaze us with their resilience in the face of adversity. The vast 
majority of students have returned with a new found appreciation of school and 
genuinely impeccable behaviour. We are helping several children who have been 
affected more than others by the last few months and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our staff who continue to go above and beyond. It is times like 
these where real talent shines through and we are lucky enough to have bucket loads of 
it among our teachers and support staff.
Thank you for all of your positive feedback – it means a lot to us and never moreso than 
now.

Take care and KEEP SAFE!
Mrs Roberts

PS Please help us to keep your child safe by ensuring that they bring face 
masks to school

http://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/


Letter for Parents about COVID-19 Symptoms
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The mental health and well being section of 
our website has recently been updated to 

include even more support for students and 
parents. 

We have added:

COVID 19—Tips for parents
Beating your worries—resource for students

Own It App information 

National Online Safety have recently 
published some additional resources for 

parents and carers.  We have added these to 
the safeguarding section of our website under

Safeguarding > Online Safety—Top Tips for 
parents 

Resources include information about:
Social media platforms such as WhatsApp, Tik

Tok and Snapchat
Information on livestreaming

7 conversation topics about online safety

Name Role Mobile Email

Keir Mather Designated Safeguarding Lead 07885219863 keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk

Karen Thompson Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 07907817150 karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk

SAFEGUARDING

Additional safeguarding and mental health information can be 

found on our website

Emergency Contacts – Please can parents/carers ensure we have at least 
three emergency contacts for your child. Please contact the school office 

to update your details.

mailto:keir.mather@davinciacademy.co.uk
mailto:Karen.thompson@davinciacademy.co.uk


Extended Curriculum (Clubs)

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

M
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ay

Basketball (CR)

TT Rockstars

Trampolining (CR)

Football (CR)

Homework 
Club

Algebra

Tu
esd

ay

Netball (CR)

Badminton (CR)
Music

W
ed

n
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ay

Creative Writing

Helping the 
Community

Netball (CR)

Journalism

Running Club (CR)

UK Mathematical 
Challenge

Maths Aim 
Higher

Cooking

STEM

Football

Basketball

BTEC 
Practical 
Surgery

Netball

Basketball

Football

Th
u

rsd
ay

French

Homework Club

Football (CR)

Current Affairs 101

Homework Club

Badminton (CR)

Football

Music

Homework 
Club

Cricket 
Club

Frid
ay Badminton (CR)

(CR) – Changing rooms available for use 

Extended Curriculum Timings:

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday Tuesday

Year 7 3.25 – 4.25 pm 3 – 4 pm

Year 8 3.05 – 4.05 pm

Year 9 3.25 – 4.25 pm

Year 10 3.05 – 4.05 pm 2.40 – 3.40 pm

Year 11 4.15 – 5 pm

Please contact Mr Thompson if you have any questions about our extended curriculum. 



Media, Sporting Fixtures and day Trip Consent 2020/2021

In September 2019, parents and carers were asked to give consent for Media, 
Sporting Fixtures and Day Trips via School Gateway. We will not be asking for this to 

be completed again. All consent previously given will automatically roll over for 
academic year 2020-21. Individual consent will still be required for all residentials.

If you wish to change the level of consent given, or have any questions regarding this, 
please contact Reception. 

If you have not yet given consent, you can do this through School Gateway.

IMPORTANT NOTICES

Choosing your Secondary School? 
Keep reading for more information!

We are delighted that you want to find out more about Da Vinci Academy. Maybe you are 
thinking about joining us in September 2021? Our website has lots of information for Year 

6 students and their parents, follow this link to find out more: 
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/welcome-to-da-vinci-academy/

https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/welcome-to-da-vinci-academy/


Free School Meals

During these unprecedented times we have taken the decision to withdraw the biometric payment 
system for school meals. Students have now been issued with a contactless card. Please note if a 

card is lost there will be a charge for a replacement. You will still need to top up as usual via 
School Gateway. Should you require any further information please contact Nicky Tomlinson 

nicky.tomlinson@davinicademy.co.uk

School Meal Payments

Your child may be eligible for free school meals if you 
are in receipt of any of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum 

Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to 

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income 
of no more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 
your household income must be less than £7,400 a 
year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)

You can easily find out if your child is eligible for Free School Meals by following these instructions:

You can either complete the application yourself by using the link below:
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict

or
You can complete the form on our website and we can check eligibility on your behalf 

(https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/academy-dinners-dining/). You can then either return this form to 
the school office or email it to office@davinciacademy.co.uk. 

If your application is successful, your child will then be entitled to breakfast up to the value of £1 and a 
meal at lunch time up to the value of £2.20. The school will also receive extra funding from the 
government to use in support of teaching and learning, so checking to see if you are eligible is 

important. 

Is your 
child 

eligible for 
Free School 

Meals?

IMPORTANT NOTICES

Visitors to the Academy
From September 2020, in accordance with COVID-19 Government and Trust guidance, Da Vinci Academy 
will only be able to see visitors by appointment. If you need to contact school please telephone or email 

teachers/staff directly. All contact details can be found on our website www.davinciacademy.co.uk
Any items that students have forgotten for their school day WILL NOT be able to be dropped off for 

collection. Please accept our apologises for any inconvenience this may cause. Our priority must remain 
the health and wellbeing of our students, staff and the wider community during these times.

Thank you for your cooperation. 

mailto:nicky.tomlinson@davinicademy.co.uk
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/academy-dinners-dining/
mailto:office@davinciacademy.co.uk
http://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/


Please follow us on Twitter
@davincilead for regular news 

and updates!

Did you know that you can find email 
addresses for various members of staff on our 
website! Just look under the Contact Us tab.

Staff Contacts Twitter

IMPORTANT NOTICES 

Access is working for all on the Go 4 Schools App so long as you have supplied a correct 
email address. This is your opportunity to check your child’s progress, see what lessons 

they have when, and much, much more. We are also hoping to launch more school 
communications through the App in the near future 

Logging on has never been easier! Download the app and away you go!

https://www.go4schools.com/MobileAppParentGuide.aspx

If your details have changed during COVID or you want to update an email address, please 
in the first instance contact the school reception and let them know.

Year 7 School Based Flu Immunisation Sessions 

Dear Parents/Carers

Public Health England have decided that from September 2020 Year 7 (only) students will be offered 
the nasal flu vaccination in school. This is part of a nationwide effort to vaccinate more people against 
the flu than ever before.

For the past year we have used an e-consent system which we continue to use.  When completing the 
e-consent, please state the year group your child will be in at the beginning of the school year 
September 2020.

Please visit https://www.derbyshireandcityimms.co.uk/Forms/Flu to complete the consent form.  The 
option to consent or decline the vaccination is at the end of the questionnaire so please complete even 
if you do not want your child to have the vaccination.

Your unique school code for Da Vinci Academy is DC144066

For more information about the vaccination and the date we are due into your school please visit our 
website: http://www.derbyshireschoolnurses.org.uk/parents/immunisations

It is unlikely that we will be able to run “catch up” clinics this year so please make sure you complete 
a consent form before the date we are due into school.

If you experience any problems please call the School Age Immunisation Team: 
Repton: 01283 707178
Clay Cross: 01246 252953

Or email us DCHST.immunisationteam@nhs.net

https://www.go4schools.com/MobileAppParentGuide.aspx
https://www.derbyshireandcityimms.co.uk/Forms/Flu
http://www.derbyshireschoolnurses.org.uk/parents/immunisations
mailto:DCHST.immunisationteam@nhs.net


KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS 

Knowledge 
Organisers have 

now been 
launched!!!

There has been a massive amount of excitement throughout the school with the launch of 
knowledge organisers this term. All vital knowledge that students need from every subject has 

been gathered together into one place, enabling students to become more independent 
learners.

To support students with learning the key knowledge, students have also been given self-
quizzing diaries. These diaries are where students are able to complete self-quizzing, and now 

students are having self-quizzing homework every night.

Students were shown on their first day back into school how to use their knowledge organisers 
effectively, and have had training in both tutor groups and lessons to support them in how to 

self-quiz.

How to Self-Quiz
1. Each night, find the subject allocated and read carefully the information given in the 

Knowledge Organiser.
2. Write 10 questions about the part you are reading. DO NOT ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 

HERE.
3. Close your Knowledge Organiser.
4. Write the answers to the questions you have written, trying not to look back into your 

Knowledge Organiser.
5. Check your answers are correct and mark the work in your Red Pen. If you got an answer 

wrong correct it in your Knowledge Organiser.
6. If you got a question wrong, you may want to add it to the questions the next time you 

have that subject.

Note – Please check Go 4 Schools as your teachers may have asked you to focus on a specific 
part of your Knowledge Organiser

Each time a student completes their self-quizzing they will receive an A Point.
If a student hasn’t completed their self-quizzing, or they forget to bring to school their 

Knowledge Organiser or Self Quizzing Diary, they will be required to attend Study Support that 
evening.



KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS 



VACANCIES 

Midday 
Supervisors!

We are looking to recruit 
enthusiastic and motivated 

individuals to join our 
team of Midday 

Supervisors!  

Please visit our 
website for 

more details! 
https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/job-vacancies/

https://www.davinciacademy.co.uk/job-vacancies/


YEAR 7 
Congratulations to every Year 7 student at Da Vinci Academy! 

We are so pleased with how our new students have settled in to secondary school with such a mature 
approach despite the transition being very different this year. We are looking forward to the rest of Year 7 

journey together - Miss Jandu and Mr Mather (Year 7 Achievement Team)

Special recognition to the following students for having 
top Achievement Points in the first couple of weeks of 

Year 7, showing their commitment to our academy’s 3 R’s.

Week 1:
1st – Kadee P
2nd – Molly S
3rd – Scott B
Top tutor group: 7E 

Week 2: 
1st – Scarlett C
2nd – Archie M
3rd – Ethan C
Top tutor group: 7S

Tutor nominations for excellent effort 
and behaviour:

7A - Ayush B
7S – Troy J
7P – Jace S

7I – Scarlett A
7R – Thomas M

7E – Emma C

YEAR 8 

Tutor Programme Morning Reading 

PE Days

Awards

Journey to Jo’burg is 
described as a modern 

classic, written by 
Beverley Naidoo. Set 

against the dangerous 
landscape of apartheid 
South Africa, it is the 
inspiring story of two 

brave children who will 
do anything to save 

their sister.



YEAR 9 

Welcome Back Year 9!

Rewards

Prize Bag

Attendance 
and A-Point 
Prize Draws

 Be kind

 Be safe and 
follow the 
rules

 Enjoy being 
back!

PE Days
9A, 9S, 9P = 

Tuesdays and 
Thursdays

9I and 9R = 
Wednesdays 

and Thursdays

Key Dates:
Parents Evening – 11.01.2021 Inspiration Week – 02.11.2020
Pathway’s Evening – 26.01.2021 Inspiration Day 2 – 26.03.2021

Inspiration Day 3 - 02.07.2021



YEAR 10 

The DofE is a life-changing adventure you don’t 
want to miss.  

It’s about going the extra mile — learning new 
skills for work and life, getting fitter, helping 

others and exploring the countryside. 
Millions of young people in the UK have already 

done their DofE…..
Now it’s your turn!!!
We are so EXCITED!!

Key Dates:

 Inspiration Week 1 – WC 2nd November 2020
 Parents Evening – 18th November 2020
 Inspiration Day 2 – 26th March 2021
 Careers Week – WC 29th March 2021
 Mock exams - WC 14th June 2021
 Inspiration Day 3 – 2nd July 2021
 Sports Day – 16th July 2021

Mark Wood – England Cricketer sends aspirational messages to 

Year 10 students to encourage them to chase their dreams and 

to never give up despite any barriers.

Good luck Year 10!!!

Tutor Programme

Life of Pi is a fantasy 

adventure novel by 

Yann Martel 

published in 2001. 

The protagonist, 

Piscine Molitor "Pi" 

Patel, a Tamil boy 

from Pondicherry, 

explores issues of 

spirituality and 

practicality from an 

early age. He 

survives 227 days 

after a shipwreck 

while stranded on a 

boat in the Pacific 

Ocean with a Bengal 

Tiger named Richard 

Parker.



YEAR 11 

College? Apprenticeship? Full time 
employment?

As part of our Year 11 careers journey we 
are delighted to introduce all Year 11’s to 

Luminate careers.  All students will receive 
1:1 guidance though appointments in 

school time. They will discuss their 
decision making, Post 16 options and 

general career planning for the future.

Year 11 Extra-Curricular Clubs  
4.15 - 5.00 pm

Wednesday = Football and 
Basketball 

Thursday = Cricket 

Year 11 have had a fantastic start back to their final year with us here at DVA. Students 
have been really engaged and focused in their learning. They have adapted well to their 
new extended timetable and are working hard to ensure a successful final year. We are 

very proud of you – Keep it up guys! Miss Quinn and Mr Needham 

Over the last few weeks the Year 11 Food and Nutrition group have completed a mini 
mock coursework. This week they have completed their practical session, ensuring they 

show a range of complex skills and present to a high standard. 

Positive Reward Cards - Following Miss 
Quinn’s assembly last week, each Year 11 
student received a green positive reward 
card. Each card has 12 spaces for teacher 
signatures each time students complete 

something above and beyond, are helpful or 
kind or make a positive choice. Each full card 
equals a raffle ticket and at the end of each 
assembly Miss Quinn will draw a ticket. The 
student drawn will win an instant reward. At 
the end of each half term we will be drawing 

3 tickets and the 3 lucky students will 
receive a FREE PROM TICKET!



PE Department 

Please e-mail any concerns you may have regarding 
PE to Mr Smith.

Staff: 
Mr T Smith - Curriculum Leader of Physical Education
tim.smith@davinciacademy.co.uk

Mr C Thompson
Mrs M Howe
Miss C Reay
Mr S Mellors

Welcome to the PE Department!

Success Centre

Cooking – Success students have been busy 
working on their cooking skills and have already 
made homemade Burgers, Pizzas and some 
delicious Cupcakes!

Sport is very important to 
the success students. They 

have enjoyed some 
Dodgeball sessions, some 

body weight fitness sessions 
and most recently enjoyed 

some cycling time trials 
across the school grounds. 
Students are also starting a 
Daily Mile challenge where 

each student will run or 
walk a mile each day to help 

improve their general 
health. 

Kite Making – During their Art Award sessions, 
KS3 students have been making kites of various 
designs which they then took outside and 
tested during some windy weather. 

Climbing in Sheffield – A select 
group of students from KS3 and 
KS4 success are lucky enough to 
be attending a climbing centre 

each Friday for 6 weeks. 
Students will gradually build up 
their skills before moving onto 
a real rock face in the Sheffield 

Peak District.

Table Football Competition – KS3 success 
helped build a table football game and then ran 
a tournament between the KS3 success 
students. 

Success Prefects – Students have been 
applying for the role of Success Prefects. 

Students went through a formal application 
process of filling in an application form and 

then being invited to an interview. Here they 
answered questions as to why they feel they 

should be accepted into the role. Student 
prefects help set a good example, run small 

activities and generally act in a positive 
manner around others.  

mailto:tim.smith@davinciacademy.co.uk



